
Christ-centeredChurch-driven Child-focused

JIRANI
A Publication Compassion International Kenya ISSUE No. 38 | 2025

In This Issue

rammy Award-winning gospel singer CeCe Winans, a longtime 
supporter of Compassion International, recently traveled to 
Kenya. While there, she dedicated time to meeting with 
Compassion participants and visiting local communities. 

She was hosted by Compassion Kenya’s National Director and Rev. Peter 
Mueti from the Presbyterian Church of East Africa (PCEA). The visit took 
place at PCEA Embulbul, a Compassion Frontline Church Partner, aimed 
at strengthening the collaboration among the church, Compassion, and 
the community. Children and youth welcomed the visitors with energetic 
songs, dances, and prayers, led by church leaders who also shared an 
overview of the program, its observed impact, and the ongoing needs 
amid the challenges of urban poverty. 

The young participants led the worship, creating a joyful and thankful 
atmosphere. CeCe Winans joined in singing “Holy Forever,” her voice 
blending with a powerful chorus that echoed through the sanctuary. For 
the children, singing with a famous gospel artist was truly motivating and 
planted seeds of hope. She interacted with the participants by hugging 
each one and praying over them.

Since becoming a Compassion Frontline Church in 2007, PCEA Embulbul 
has served as a center for holistic child development. It currently 
supports 48 children and 157 youth, focusing on education, child 
protection, caregiver empowerment, and spiritual growth. This reflects 
Compassion’s mission of partnering with churches to uplift children in all 
aspects of their lives. During CeCe Winans’ visit, she saw firsthand how 
Compassion works together with the church to help children in poverty 
in Jesus’ name.

After the church visit, CeCe and her husband were joined by 
Compassion staff and church leaders for a home visit to a 
Compassion-sponsored participant in Embulbul, to experience the 
community firsthand. They met Doreen, a single mother caring for three 
children, including Compassion-sponsored twins Andrew and Felister. 
Doreen’s story reflects resilience and hope. Once struggling to support 
her family, she received help through Compassion’s highly vulnerable 
children intervention. 

Highly Vulnerable Children (HVC) interventions are designed to assist 
Compassion’s most at-risk registered beneficiaries. The primary 
objective is to provide emergency and additional support not covered 
by core programs or existing Complementary Interventions (CIVs). 
These interventions are vital in stabilizing highly vulnerable children, 
helping them stay engaged in programs and work toward their goals. In 
Compassion’s context, a child is considered highly vulnerable when 
facing issues such as caregiver deprivation or incapacity, exposure to 
abuse and exploitation, or living with disabilities and special needs.

Through the Highly Vulnerable Children (HVC) program by Compassion, 
Doreen received assistance to kickstart a small samosa business—an 
opportunity that helped her family regain stability during a difficult 
period.

She now supports her household with dignity, and her children continue 
to excel in school. Andrew, who was born with congenital limb 
difficulties, has shown significant improvement thanks to corrective 
support, while his twin sister Felister is performing well academically. 

During a home visit, CeCe and her husband joined in prayer; her husband 
blessed the household, and CeCe shared words of encouragement and 
love with each family member.

This visit clearly emphasized the central role of partnership in 
Compassion’s ministry. Working with local churches, such as PCEA 
Embulbul, allows for direct engagement with children and families in 
their communities, providing spiritual, educational, and practical support 
tailored to their specific needs. Supporters like CeCe Winans enhance 
this effort by reaffirming that these communities are not forgotten and 
that the global church stands in support of them. 

Watch the Experience Here:  https://bit.ly/3VJYRiw. 

Contributor: Raphael Jalang'o, Supervisor of Sponsor Donor Support, 
Compassion Kenya. 
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rammy Award-winning gospel singer CeCe Winans, a longtime 
supporter of Compassion International, recently traveled to 
Kenya. While there, she dedicated time to meeting with 
Compassion participants and visiting local communities. 

She was hosted by Compassion Kenya’s National Director and Rev. Peter 
Mueti from the Presbyterian Church of East Africa (PCEA). The visit took 
place at PCEA Embulbul, a Compassion Frontline Church Partner, aimed 
at strengthening the collaboration among the church, Compassion, and 
the community. Children and youth welcomed the visitors with energetic 
songs, dances, and prayers, led by church leaders who also shared an 
overview of the program, its observed impact, and the ongoing needs 
amid the challenges of urban poverty. 

The young participants led the worship, creating a joyful and thankful 
atmosphere. CeCe Winans joined in singing “Holy Forever,” her voice 
blending with a powerful chorus that echoed through the sanctuary. For 
the children, singing with a famous gospel artist was truly motivating and 
planted seeds of hope. She interacted with the participants by hugging 
each one and praying over them.

Since becoming a Compassion Frontline Church in 2007, PCEA Embulbul 
has served as a center for holistic child development. It currently 
supports 48 children and 157 youth, focusing on education, child 
protection, caregiver empowerment, and spiritual growth. This reflects 
Compassion’s mission of partnering with churches to uplift children in all 
aspects of their lives. During CeCe Winans’ visit, she saw firsthand how 
Compassion works together with the church to help children in poverty 
in Jesus’ name.

After the church visit, CeCe and her husband were joined by 
Compassion staff and church leaders for a home visit to a 
Compassion-sponsored participant in Embulbul, to experience the 
community firsthand. They met Doreen, a single mother caring for three 
children, including Compassion-sponsored twins Andrew and Felister. 
Doreen’s story reflects resilience and hope. Once struggling to support 
her family, she received help through Compassion’s highly vulnerable 
children intervention. 

Highly Vulnerable Children (HVC) interventions are designed to assist 
Compassion’s most at-risk registered beneficiaries. The primary 
objective is to provide emergency and additional support not covered 
by core programs or existing Complementary Interventions (CIVs). 
These interventions are vital in stabilizing highly vulnerable children, 
helping them stay engaged in programs and work toward their goals. In 
Compassion’s context, a child is considered highly vulnerable when 
facing issues such as caregiver deprivation or incapacity, exposure to 
abuse and exploitation, or living with disabilities and special needs.

Through the Highly Vulnerable Children (HVC) program by Compassion, 
Doreen received assistance to kickstart a small samosa business—an 
opportunity that helped her family regain stability during a difficult 
period.

She now supports her household with dignity, and her children continue 
to excel in school. Andrew, who was born with congenital limb 
difficulties, has shown significant improvement thanks to corrective 
support, while his twin sister Felister is performing well academically. 

During a home visit, CeCe and her husband joined in prayer; her husband 
blessed the household, and CeCe shared words of encouragement and 
love with each family member.

This visit clearly emphasized the central role of partnership in 
Compassion’s ministry. Working with local churches, such as PCEA 
Embulbul, allows for direct engagement with children and families in 
their communities, providing spiritual, educational, and practical support 
tailored to their specific needs. Supporters like CeCe Winans enhance 
this effort by reaffirming that these communities are not forgotten and 
that the global church stands in support of them. 

Watch the Experience Here:  https://bit.ly/3VJYRiw. 

Contributor: Raphael Jalang'o, Supervisor of Sponsor Donor Support, 
Compassion Kenya. 
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Our Church Partners 
Church-Led Community Initiative on 
Mental Health and Drug Use

n response to Kenya’s increasing mental health and substance abuse 
issues, Compassion International Kenya launched a bold initiative to 
support 69 Frontline Church Partners (FCPs) in leading community 
discussions on mental health and drug abuse. Aiming to promote 

mental well-being and drug-free communities, this initiative was designed 
to reach approximately 21,500 children and youth across four priority 
counties: Nairobi, Kilifi, Siaya, Kisumu, and Nakuru.

Mental health and substance use disorders continue to be major public 
health issues worldwide and in Kenya. According to the World Health 
Organization, cognitive, neurological, and substance use disorders make 
up 10% of the global disease burden and nearly one-third of non-fatal 
health problems. In Kenya, it is estimated that one in four people has 
experienced a mental illness. Widespread drug abuse, especially among 
youth under age 30, worsens the situation. 

Drug-related deaths exceed half a million each year, and Africa is 
projected to see a 40% rise in drug users by 2030. The impacts are 
severe: suicide is now the second leading cause of death among Kenyan 
youth aged 15 to 29, and youth from low-income households have a 
higher risk of mental illness and substance abuse due to poverty, 
unemployment, and limited access to treatment.

Compassion’s intervention tackles these issues at the community level 
by empowering FCPs to serve as change agents within their 
neighborhoods. These churches collaborate closely with local 
stakeholders, including caregivers, teachers, health providers, 
administrators, boda-boda (motorbike) riders, and shopkeepers, to 
promote open dialogue and raise awareness about mental health and 
substance use. 

The initiative also involves creating a localized mental health and drug 
abuse manual and intervention guide, providing training for steering 
committees, hosting youth awareness forums, coordinating treatment 
and rehabilitation services, and forming youth support groups. 

A recent survey in a pilot area found that 21% of adolescents had used 
drugs, with 4% actively using them. Although not widespread, these 
numbers indicate a serious issue with significant implications for 
individuals and families.

The intervention, estimated at KES 6,916,570 (around USD 53,000), aims 
to produce transformative results. Key goals include establishing 
multi-stakeholder committees, organizing youth conferences, identifying 
at-risk children and youth, and developing youth ambassadors for mental 
health and substance abuse prevention. 

The first phase commenced in December 2021, focusing on Nairobi 
County, which already had an established Mental Health Strategy. The 
next phase will expand to Kilifi, Siaya, Kisumu, and Nakuru. Many 
communities still react to mental illness with discrimination, neglect, or 
confinement.

Drug addiction is often misunderstood and moralized rather than 
acknowledged as a chronic illness needing treatment. If unaddressed, 
the results can be severe: untreated mental health issues and substance 
abuse may cause lifelong disability, financial hardship, and increased 
risks of homelessness or incarceration. 

This initiative not only seeks to respond to these issues but also aims to 
prevent them. Insights from the pilot counties will inform future 
expansion, while support systems, such as mental health youth 
ambassadors and rehabilitation groups, will offer ongoing help for 
recovery. Compassion International Kenya is dedicated to creating 
resilient and healing communities, ensuring every child and youth can 
grow in a safe, supportive, and mentally healthy environment.

Watch The Launch event here: https://bit.ly/458iHIk

Contributor: Eunice Mwariri, Program Support Specialist, Compassion Kenya.
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Doreen received assistance to kickstart a small samosa business—an 
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difficulties, has shown significant improvement thanks to corrective 
support, while his twin sister Felister is performing well academically. 

During a home visit, CeCe and her husband joined in prayer; her husband 
blessed the household, and CeCe shared words of encouragement and 
love with each family member.
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Compassion’s ministry. Working with local churches, such as PCEA 
Embulbul, allows for direct engagement with children and families in 
their communities, providing spiritual, educational, and practical support 
tailored to their specific needs. Supporters like CeCe Winans enhance 
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supporter of Compassion International, recently traveled to 
Kenya. While there, she dedicated time to meeting with 
Compassion participants and visiting local communities. 

She was hosted by Compassion Kenya’s National Director and Rev. Peter 
Mueti from the Presbyterian Church of East Africa (PCEA). The visit took 
place at PCEA Embulbul, a Compassion Frontline Church Partner, aimed 
at strengthening the collaboration among the church, Compassion, and 
the community. Children and youth welcomed the visitors with energetic 
songs, dances, and prayers, led by church leaders who also shared an 
overview of the program, its observed impact, and the ongoing needs 
amid the challenges of urban poverty. 

The young participants led the worship, creating a joyful and thankful 
atmosphere. CeCe Winans joined in singing “Holy Forever,” her voice 
blending with a powerful chorus that echoed through the sanctuary. For 
the children, singing with a famous gospel artist was truly motivating and 
planted seeds of hope. She interacted with the participants by hugging 
each one and praying over them.

Since becoming a Compassion Frontline Church in 2007, PCEA Embulbul 
has served as a center for holistic child development. It currently 
supports 48 children and 157 youth, focusing on education, child 
protection, caregiver empowerment, and spiritual growth. This reflects 
Compassion’s mission of partnering with churches to uplift children in all 
aspects of their lives. During CeCe Winans’ visit, she saw firsthand how 
Compassion works together with the church to help children in poverty 
in Jesus’ name.

After the church visit, CeCe and her husband were joined by 
Compassion staff and church leaders for a home visit to a 
Compassion-sponsored participant in Embulbul, to experience the 
community firsthand. They met Doreen, a single mother caring for three 
children, including Compassion-sponsored twins Andrew and Felister. 
Doreen’s story reflects resilience and hope. Once struggling to support 
her family, she received help through Compassion’s highly vulnerable 
children intervention. 

Highly Vulnerable Children (HVC) interventions are designed to assist 
Compassion’s most at-risk registered beneficiaries. The primary 
objective is to provide emergency and additional support not covered 
by core programs or existing Complementary Interventions (CIVs). 
These interventions are vital in stabilizing highly vulnerable children, 
helping them stay engaged in programs and work toward their goals. In 
Compassion’s context, a child is considered highly vulnerable when 
facing issues such as caregiver deprivation or incapacity, exposure to 
abuse and exploitation, or living with disabilities and special needs.

Through the Highly Vulnerable Children (HVC) program by Compassion, 
Doreen received assistance to kickstart a small samosa business—an 
opportunity that helped her family regain stability during a difficult 
period.

She now supports her household with dignity, and her children continue 
to excel in school. Andrew, who was born with congenital limb 
difficulties, has shown significant improvement thanks to corrective 
support, while his twin sister Felister is performing well academically. 

During a home visit, CeCe and her husband joined in prayer; her husband 
blessed the household, and CeCe shared words of encouragement and 
love with each family member.

This visit clearly emphasized the central role of partnership in 
Compassion’s ministry. Working with local churches, such as PCEA 
Embulbul, allows for direct engagement with children and families in 
their communities, providing spiritual, educational, and practical support 
tailored to their specific needs. Supporters like CeCe Winans enhance 
this effort by reaffirming that these communities are not forgotten and 
that the global church stands in support of them. 

Watch the Experience Here:  https://bit.ly/3VJYRiw. 

Contributor: Raphael Jalang'o, Supervisor of Sponsor Donor Support, 
Compassion Kenya. 
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Our Partners 
Compassion International Kenya Hosts 
CeCe Winans

rammy Award-winning gospel singer CeCe Winans, a longtime 
supporter of Compassion International, recently traveled to 
Kenya. While there, she dedicated time to meeting with 
Compassion participants and visiting local communities. 

She was hosted by Compassion Kenya’s National Director and Rev. Peter 
Mueti from the Presbyterian Church of East Africa (PCEA). The visit took 
place at PCEA Embulbul, a Compassion Frontline Church Partner, aimed 
at strengthening the collaboration among the church, Compassion, and 
the community. Children and youth welcomed the visitors with energetic 
songs, dances, and prayers, led by church leaders who also shared an 
overview of the program, its observed impact, and the ongoing needs 
amid the challenges of urban poverty. 

The young participants led the worship, creating a joyful and thankful 
atmosphere. CeCe Winans joined in singing “Holy Forever,” her voice 
blending with a powerful chorus that echoed through the sanctuary. For 
the children, singing with a famous gospel artist was truly motivating and 
planted seeds of hope. She interacted with the participants by hugging 
each one and praying over them.

Since becoming a Compassion Frontline Church in 2007, PCEA Embulbul 
has served as a center for holistic child development. It currently 
supports 48 children and 157 youth, focusing on education, child 
protection, caregiver empowerment, and spiritual growth. This reflects 
Compassion’s mission of partnering with churches to uplift children in all 
aspects of their lives. During CeCe Winans’ visit, she saw firsthand how 
Compassion works together with the church to help children in poverty 
in Jesus’ name.

After the church visit, CeCe and her husband were joined by 
Compassion staff and church leaders for a home visit to a 
Compassion-sponsored participant in Embulbul, to experience the 
community firsthand. They met Doreen, a single mother caring for three 
children, including Compassion-sponsored twins Andrew and Felister. 
Doreen’s story reflects resilience and hope. Once struggling to support 
her family, she received help through Compassion’s highly vulnerable 
children intervention. 

Highly Vulnerable Children (HVC) interventions are designed to assist 
Compassion’s most at-risk registered beneficiaries. The primary 
objective is to provide emergency and additional support not covered 
by core programs or existing Complementary Interventions (CIVs). 
These interventions are vital in stabilizing highly vulnerable children, 
helping them stay engaged in programs and work toward their goals. In 
Compassion’s context, a child is considered highly vulnerable when 
facing issues such as caregiver deprivation or incapacity, exposure to 
abuse and exploitation, or living with disabilities and special needs.

Through the Highly Vulnerable Children (HVC) program by Compassion, 
Doreen received assistance to kickstart a small samosa business—an 
opportunity that helped her family regain stability during a difficult 
period.

She now supports her household with dignity, and her children continue 
to excel in school. Andrew, who was born with congenital limb 
difficulties, has shown significant improvement thanks to corrective 
support, while his twin sister Felister is performing well academically. 

During a home visit, CeCe and her husband joined in prayer; her husband 
blessed the household, and CeCe shared words of encouragement and 
love with each family member.

This visit clearly emphasized the central role of partnership in 
Compassion’s ministry. Working with local churches, such as PCEA 
Embulbul, allows for direct engagement with children and families in 
their communities, providing spiritual, educational, and practical support 
tailored to their specific needs. Supporters like CeCe Winans enhance 
this effort by reaffirming that these communities are not forgotten and 
that the global church stands in support of them. 

Watch the Experience Here:  https://bit.ly/3VJYRiw. 

Contributor: Raphael Jalang'o, Supervisor of Sponsor Donor Support, 
Compassion Kenya. 
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her family, she received help through Compassion’s highly vulnerable 
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objective is to provide emergency and additional support not covered 
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facing issues such as caregiver deprivation or incapacity, exposure to 
abuse and exploitation, or living with disabilities and special needs.

Through the Highly Vulnerable Children (HVC) program by Compassion, 
Doreen received assistance to kickstart a small samosa business—an 
opportunity that helped her family regain stability during a difficult 
period.

She now supports her household with dignity, and her children continue 
to excel in school. Andrew, who was born with congenital limb 
difficulties, has shown significant improvement thanks to corrective 
support, while his twin sister Felister is performing well academically. 

During a home visit, CeCe and her husband joined in prayer; her husband 
blessed the household, and CeCe shared words of encouragement and 
love with each family member.

This visit clearly emphasized the central role of partnership in 
Compassion’s ministry. Working with local churches, such as PCEA 
Embulbul, allows for direct engagement with children and families in 
their communities, providing spiritual, educational, and practical support 
tailored to their specific needs. Supporters like CeCe Winans enhance 
this effort by reaffirming that these communities are not forgotten and 
that the global church stands in support of them. 

Watch the Experience Here:  https://bit.ly/3VJYRiw. 

Contributor: Raphael Jalang'o, Supervisor of Sponsor Donor Support, 
Compassion Kenya. 

The young participants led the worship, creating a joyful and thankful 
atmosphere. CeCe Winans joined in singing “Holy Forever,” her voice 
blending with a powerful chorus that echoed through the sanctuary. 

For the children, singing with a famous gospel artist was truly 
motivating and planted seeds of hope. 

Cece and Her husband, Alvin at the Caregiver home with a food basket

Cece and Her husband, Alvin at the Caregiver home

Cece Praying Over Participants in the church
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rammy Award-winning gospel singer CeCe Winans, a longtime 
supporter of Compassion International, recently traveled to 
Kenya. While there, she dedicated time to meeting with 
Compassion participants and visiting local communities. 

She was hosted by Compassion Kenya’s National Director and Rev. Peter 
Mueti from the Presbyterian Church of East Africa (PCEA). The visit took 
place at PCEA Embulbul, a Compassion Frontline Church Partner, aimed 
at strengthening the collaboration among the church, Compassion, and 
the community. Children and youth welcomed the visitors with energetic 
songs, dances, and prayers, led by church leaders who also shared an 
overview of the program, its observed impact, and the ongoing needs 
amid the challenges of urban poverty. 

The young participants led the worship, creating a joyful and thankful 
atmosphere. CeCe Winans joined in singing “Holy Forever,” her voice 
blending with a powerful chorus that echoed through the sanctuary. For 
the children, singing with a famous gospel artist was truly motivating and 
planted seeds of hope. She interacted with the participants by hugging 
each one and praying over them.

Since becoming a Compassion Frontline Church in 2007, PCEA Embulbul 
has served as a center for holistic child development. It currently 
supports 48 children and 157 youth, focusing on education, child 
protection, caregiver empowerment, and spiritual growth. This reflects 
Compassion’s mission of partnering with churches to uplift children in all 
aspects of their lives. During CeCe Winans’ visit, she saw firsthand how 
Compassion works together with the church to help children in poverty 
in Jesus’ name.

After the church visit, CeCe and her husband were joined by 
Compassion staff and church leaders for a home visit to a 
Compassion-sponsored participant in Embulbul, to experience the 
community firsthand. They met Doreen, a single mother caring for three 
children, including Compassion-sponsored twins Andrew and Felister. 
Doreen’s story reflects resilience and hope. Once struggling to support 
her family, she received help through Compassion’s highly vulnerable 
children intervention. 

Highly Vulnerable Children (HVC) interventions are designed to assist 
Compassion’s most at-risk registered beneficiaries. The primary 
objective is to provide emergency and additional support not covered 
by core programs or existing Complementary Interventions (CIVs). 
These interventions are vital in stabilizing highly vulnerable children, 
helping them stay engaged in programs and work toward their goals. In 
Compassion’s context, a child is considered highly vulnerable when 
facing issues such as caregiver deprivation or incapacity, exposure to 
abuse and exploitation, or living with disabilities and special needs.

Through the Highly Vulnerable Children (HVC) program by Compassion, 
Doreen received assistance to kickstart a small samosa business—an 
opportunity that helped her family regain stability during a difficult 
period.

She now supports her household with dignity, and her children continue 
to excel in school. Andrew, who was born with congenital limb 
difficulties, has shown significant improvement thanks to corrective 
support, while his twin sister Felister is performing well academically. 

During a home visit, CeCe and her husband joined in prayer; her husband 
blessed the household, and CeCe shared words of encouragement and 
love with each family member.

This visit clearly emphasized the central role of partnership in 
Compassion’s ministry. Working with local churches, such as PCEA 
Embulbul, allows for direct engagement with children and families in 
their communities, providing spiritual, educational, and practical support 
tailored to their specific needs. Supporters like CeCe Winans enhance 
this effort by reaffirming that these communities are not forgotten and 
that the global church stands in support of them. 

Watch the Experience Here:  https://bit.ly/3VJYRiw. 

Contributor: Raphael Jalang'o, Supervisor of Sponsor Donor Support, 
Compassion Kenya. 

Partnership For the Goals 
Compassion Education Partnerships: 
Building Pathways to Youth Self-Sufficiency and Agency

enya’s youth are talented, ambitious, and eager to make a 
difference. However, each year, over 1.2 million young people 
enter a labor market with limited formal opportunities. 
Compassion International Kenya recognizes that preparing 

young people for the future involves more than just academics; it 
requires partnerships that build genuine pathways to self-sufficiency 
and empower them to take agency. 

Through formal Memoranda of Understanding with universities and 
TVET institutions, Compassion transforms collaboration into 

• scholarships
• skills training
• mentorship
• employment opportunities nationwide

These partnerships exemplify SDG 17 (Partnerships for the Goals) and 
support Compassion’s Youth Development Outcomes of self-sufficiency 
and youth agency.

Meru University of Science and Technology (MUST)
Before formalizing an MOU, Compassion and MUST collaborated on 
short-term training programs that benefited over 400 youth, laying the 
foundation for a long-term partnership. MUST offers programs in STEM, 
agribusiness, and technology, with a focus on research and practical 
skills. The three-year renewable MOU provides scholarships, tuition and 
accommodation discounts, flexible payment options, and priority 
admissions.

By equipping students with skills relevant to the job market, MUST 
encourages self-sufficiency through employment and entrepreneurship. 
Its culture of innovation also motivates students to take initiative, 
building their confidence as problem-solvers and leaders. More than 
400 students supported by Compassion have advanced to higher 
education, demonstrating improved academic performance, increased 
employability, and greater confidence to shape their futures.

Meru Institute of Business Studies (MIBS)
Starting from occasional vocational efforts, MIBS has grown into a 
crucial partner of Compassion, training over 600 young participants. 
MIBS offers competency-based courses in various fields, including 
business, entrepreneurship, hospitality, beauty therapy, tailoring, ICT, 
and accounting. 

The three-year, renewable MOU provides subsidized tuition and 
housing, customized schedules, and training in high-demand sectors. 
MIBS equips youth for employment and self-employment, helping them 
develop income streams that improve household conditions. 

This strategy promotes self-sufficiency by reducing financial reliance 
and empowering young people to start their own businesses, thereby 
positively impacting their communities. Graduates, particularly those in 
the fields of beauty, tailoring, and hospitality, have started businesses 
across Kenya, creating more opportunities for themselves and others.

Kabarak University – TVET
What began as selective placements has evolved into a formal 
partnership with Kabarak University’s TVET program, which has trained 
over 300 youth supported by Compassion. Kabarak offers programs in 
automotive engineering, electrical and electronics, plumbing, building 
technology, and ICT within a Christian learning environment. 

The three-year renewable Memorandum of Understanding provides 
discounted fees, flexible payment options, curricula aligned with 
industry standards, and faith-based mentorship. This blend of technical 
training and moral education promotes self-sufficiency through 
employable skills and encourages agency through values-based 
leadership. 

Graduates develop strong technical abilities and confidence to make a 
positive difference in their workplaces and communities. While mainly 
based in the Rift Valley, Kabarak also attracts students from across 
Kenya, broadening their networks and perspectives.

Sensei Institute of Technology
Sensei has long collaborated with Compassion and local churches, 
training over 200 young people across the nation. The institute 
specializes in fields like automotive mechanics, heavy machinery, 
construction, plumbing, electrical work, welding, fabrication, and hair & 
beauty. Its three-year renewable MOU provides scholarships, flexible 
payment plans, internship options, and nationally recognized 
certifications. 

Through dynamic, hands-on training and strong employer partnerships, 
Sensei enables youth to access income-generating jobs, fostering 
independence quickly. 

Additionally, practical learning and rapid employment opportunities 
boost confidence and self-reliance, empowering youth to see 
themselves as capable decision-makers shaping their futures. Many 
alumni have launched small businesses or obtained good jobs in 
construction and mechanics, creating positive impacts that extend to 
their families and communities.

Across all four institutions, a clear pattern emerges: offering financial 
support increases access to training, aligning curricula with market 
demands ensures their relevance, and mentorship builds resilience and 
leadership skills. These collaborations do more than provide education; 
they equip youth for self-sufficiency through economic independence 
and foster agency through purposeful leadership. 

By combining the strengths of universities, TVETs, employers, churches, 
and Compassion, these partnerships serve as bridges from potential to 
opportunity. Together, we are nurturing a generation of young people 
who are skilled, confident, and empowered to shape their lives and 
communities.

Watch the Highlight Here: https://bit.ly/48O8zYT

Contributor: Douglas Moseti, Youth Specialist, Compassion Kenya

K

Compassion National director with Meru University Vice Chancellor 
during the MOU signing at the University

Compassion National Director with the CEO of Meru Institute of Business 
during the MOU signing at the Institute
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rammy Award-winning gospel singer CeCe Winans, a longtime 
supporter of Compassion International, recently traveled to 
Kenya. While there, she dedicated time to meeting with 
Compassion participants and visiting local communities. 

She was hosted by Compassion Kenya’s National Director and Rev. Peter 
Mueti from the Presbyterian Church of East Africa (PCEA). The visit took 
place at PCEA Embulbul, a Compassion Frontline Church Partner, aimed 
at strengthening the collaboration among the church, Compassion, and 
the community. Children and youth welcomed the visitors with energetic 
songs, dances, and prayers, led by church leaders who also shared an 
overview of the program, its observed impact, and the ongoing needs 
amid the challenges of urban poverty. 

The young participants led the worship, creating a joyful and thankful 
atmosphere. CeCe Winans joined in singing “Holy Forever,” her voice 
blending with a powerful chorus that echoed through the sanctuary. For 
the children, singing with a famous gospel artist was truly motivating and 
planted seeds of hope. She interacted with the participants by hugging 
each one and praying over them.

Since becoming a Compassion Frontline Church in 2007, PCEA Embulbul 
has served as a center for holistic child development. It currently 
supports 48 children and 157 youth, focusing on education, child 
protection, caregiver empowerment, and spiritual growth. This reflects 
Compassion’s mission of partnering with churches to uplift children in all 
aspects of their lives. During CeCe Winans’ visit, she saw firsthand how 
Compassion works together with the church to help children in poverty 
in Jesus’ name.

After the church visit, CeCe and her husband were joined by 
Compassion staff and church leaders for a home visit to a 
Compassion-sponsored participant in Embulbul, to experience the 
community firsthand. They met Doreen, a single mother caring for three 
children, including Compassion-sponsored twins Andrew and Felister. 
Doreen’s story reflects resilience and hope. Once struggling to support 
her family, she received help through Compassion’s highly vulnerable 
children intervention. 

Highly Vulnerable Children (HVC) interventions are designed to assist 
Compassion’s most at-risk registered beneficiaries. The primary 
objective is to provide emergency and additional support not covered 
by core programs or existing Complementary Interventions (CIVs). 
These interventions are vital in stabilizing highly vulnerable children, 
helping them stay engaged in programs and work toward their goals. In 
Compassion’s context, a child is considered highly vulnerable when 
facing issues such as caregiver deprivation or incapacity, exposure to 
abuse and exploitation, or living with disabilities and special needs.

Through the Highly Vulnerable Children (HVC) program by Compassion, 
Doreen received assistance to kickstart a small samosa business—an 
opportunity that helped her family regain stability during a difficult 
period.

She now supports her household with dignity, and her children continue 
to excel in school. Andrew, who was born with congenital limb 
difficulties, has shown significant improvement thanks to corrective 
support, while his twin sister Felister is performing well academically. 

During a home visit, CeCe and her husband joined in prayer; her husband 
blessed the household, and CeCe shared words of encouragement and 
love with each family member.

This visit clearly emphasized the central role of partnership in 
Compassion’s ministry. Working with local churches, such as PCEA 
Embulbul, allows for direct engagement with children and families in 
their communities, providing spiritual, educational, and practical support 
tailored to their specific needs. Supporters like CeCe Winans enhance 
this effort by reaffirming that these communities are not forgotten and 
that the global church stands in support of them. 

Watch the Experience Here:  https://bit.ly/3VJYRiw. 

Contributor: Raphael Jalang'o, Supervisor of Sponsor Donor Support, 
Compassion Kenya. 
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accommodation discounts, flexible payment options, and priority 
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Its culture of innovation also motivates students to take initiative, 
building their confidence as problem-solvers and leaders. More than 
400 students supported by Compassion have advanced to higher 
education, demonstrating improved academic performance, increased 
employability, and greater confidence to shape their futures.

Meru Institute of Business Studies (MIBS)
Starting from occasional vocational efforts, MIBS has grown into a 
crucial partner of Compassion, training over 600 young participants. 
MIBS offers competency-based courses in various fields, including 
business, entrepreneurship, hospitality, beauty therapy, tailoring, ICT, 
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The three-year, renewable MOU provides subsidized tuition and 
housing, customized schedules, and training in high-demand sectors. 
MIBS equips youth for employment and self-employment, helping them 
develop income streams that improve household conditions. 

This strategy promotes self-sufficiency by reducing financial reliance 
and empowering young people to start their own businesses, thereby 
positively impacting their communities. Graduates, particularly those in 
the fields of beauty, tailoring, and hospitality, have started businesses 
across Kenya, creating more opportunities for themselves and others.

Kabarak University – TVET
What began as selective placements has evolved into a formal 
partnership with Kabarak University’s TVET program, which has trained 
over 300 youth supported by Compassion. Kabarak offers programs in 
automotive engineering, electrical and electronics, plumbing, building 
technology, and ICT within a Christian learning environment. 

The three-year renewable Memorandum of Understanding provides 
discounted fees, flexible payment options, curricula aligned with 
industry standards, and faith-based mentorship. This blend of technical 
training and moral education promotes self-sufficiency through 
employable skills and encourages agency through values-based 
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Graduates develop strong technical abilities and confidence to make a 
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Kenya, broadening their networks and perspectives.
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Sensei Institute of Technology
Sensei has long collaborated with Compassion and local churches, 
training over 200 young people across the nation. The institute 
specializes in fields like automotive mechanics, heavy machinery, 
construction, plumbing, electrical work, welding, fabrication, and hair & 
beauty. Its three-year renewable MOU provides scholarships, flexible 
payment plans, internship options, and nationally recognized 
certifications. 

Through dynamic, hands-on training and strong employer partnerships, 
Sensei enables youth to access income-generating jobs, fostering 
independence quickly. 

Additionally, practical learning and rapid employment opportunities 
boost confidence and self-reliance, empowering youth to see 
themselves as capable decision-makers shaping their futures. Many 
alumni have launched small businesses or obtained good jobs in 
construction and mechanics, creating positive impacts that extend to 
their families and communities.

Across all four institutions, a clear pattern emerges: offering financial 
support increases access to training, aligning curricula with market 
demands ensures their relevance, and mentorship builds resilience and 
leadership skills. These collaborations do more than provide education; 
they equip youth for self-sufficiency through economic independence 
and foster agency through purposeful leadership. 

By combining the strengths of universities, TVETs, employers, churches, 
and Compassion, these partnerships serve as bridges from potential to 
opportunity. Together, we are nurturing a generation of young people 
who are skilled, confident, and empowered to shape their lives and 
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Compassion National Director with Kabarak Vice Chancellor during the MOU 
signing at the University

Compassion National Director with the Executive Director of Sensei Institute 
of Technology, during the signing of the MOU at the Institute's

Participants Graduation from their various courses at one of the institutions

Participants learning skills at one of the institutes
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rammy Award-winning gospel singer CeCe Winans, a longtime 
supporter of Compassion International, recently traveled to 
Kenya. While there, she dedicated time to meeting with 
Compassion participants and visiting local communities. 

She was hosted by Compassion Kenya’s National Director and Rev. Peter 
Mueti from the Presbyterian Church of East Africa (PCEA). The visit took 
place at PCEA Embulbul, a Compassion Frontline Church Partner, aimed 
at strengthening the collaboration among the church, Compassion, and 
the community. Children and youth welcomed the visitors with energetic 
songs, dances, and prayers, led by church leaders who also shared an 
overview of the program, its observed impact, and the ongoing needs 
amid the challenges of urban poverty. 

The young participants led the worship, creating a joyful and thankful 
atmosphere. CeCe Winans joined in singing “Holy Forever,” her voice 
blending with a powerful chorus that echoed through the sanctuary. For 
the children, singing with a famous gospel artist was truly motivating and 
planted seeds of hope. She interacted with the participants by hugging 
each one and praying over them.

Since becoming a Compassion Frontline Church in 2007, PCEA Embulbul 
has served as a center for holistic child development. It currently 
supports 48 children and 157 youth, focusing on education, child 
protection, caregiver empowerment, and spiritual growth. This reflects 
Compassion’s mission of partnering with churches to uplift children in all 
aspects of their lives. During CeCe Winans’ visit, she saw firsthand how 
Compassion works together with the church to help children in poverty 
in Jesus’ name.

After the church visit, CeCe and her husband were joined by 
Compassion staff and church leaders for a home visit to a 
Compassion-sponsored participant in Embulbul, to experience the 
community firsthand. They met Doreen, a single mother caring for three 
children, including Compassion-sponsored twins Andrew and Felister. 
Doreen’s story reflects resilience and hope. Once struggling to support 
her family, she received help through Compassion’s highly vulnerable 
children intervention. 

Highly Vulnerable Children (HVC) interventions are designed to assist 
Compassion’s most at-risk registered beneficiaries. The primary 
objective is to provide emergency and additional support not covered 
by core programs or existing Complementary Interventions (CIVs). 
These interventions are vital in stabilizing highly vulnerable children, 
helping them stay engaged in programs and work toward their goals. In 
Compassion’s context, a child is considered highly vulnerable when 
facing issues such as caregiver deprivation or incapacity, exposure to 
abuse and exploitation, or living with disabilities and special needs.

Through the Highly Vulnerable Children (HVC) program by Compassion, 
Doreen received assistance to kickstart a small samosa business—an 
opportunity that helped her family regain stability during a difficult 
period.

She now supports her household with dignity, and her children continue 
to excel in school. Andrew, who was born with congenital limb 
difficulties, has shown significant improvement thanks to corrective 
support, while his twin sister Felister is performing well academically. 

During a home visit, CeCe and her husband joined in prayer; her husband 
blessed the household, and CeCe shared words of encouragement and 
love with each family member.

This visit clearly emphasized the central role of partnership in 
Compassion’s ministry. Working with local churches, such as PCEA 
Embulbul, allows for direct engagement with children and families in 
their communities, providing spiritual, educational, and practical support 
tailored to their specific needs. Supporters like CeCe Winans enhance 
this effort by reaffirming that these communities are not forgotten and 
that the global church stands in support of them. 

Watch the Experience Here:  https://bit.ly/3VJYRiw. 

Contributor: Raphael Jalang'o, Supervisor of Sponsor Donor Support, 
Compassion Kenya. 

Partnership For the Goals 
Renewing Partnerships to Empower More Families:
Rose Women Foundation

he renewal of the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
between Compassion International Kenya and the ROSE 
Women’s Foundation marks a significant milestone in a 
partnership that has already transformed the lives of 

thousands. Founded to empower women economically and socially, 
ROSE Women’s Foundation specializes in entrepreneurship training, 
financial literacy, and business incubation for women across Kenya. With 
a strong track record of equipping women to run small and 
medium-sized enterprises, ROSE has become a trusted partner for 
families seeking to break the cycle of poverty. 

The results of this collaboration speak for themselves. Since 2023, 360 
training sessions have been held, reaching over 1,489 caregivers and 
positively impacting 4,467 children. Through the caregiver loaning 
program, more than KES 5.2 million (approx. USD 40,000) has been 
disbursed across nine regions, with a repayment rate of 79%. Caregivers 
have not only accessed capital but also gained the skills to manage their 
businesses more effectively. 

Record keeping has increased from 25% to 95%, and the number of 
caregivers with active bank accounts has risen from 25% to 39%. Income 
growth has been especially remarkable. On average, monthly earnings 
have nearly doubled, rising from KES 18,272 (USD 141) to KES 34,378 (USD 
265)—an 88% increase. 

Families are saving more, with average savings growing from KES 2,519 
(approximately USD 19) to KES 6,212 (approximately USD 48). These gains 
translate into tangible benefits for children: more caregivers are now 
able to pay school fees, with coverage rising from 53% to 78%.

The partnership has also strengthened caregivers’ resilience. Insurance 
uptake has doubled, with half of the participants now enrolled in health 
coverage. At the same time, indicators of mental and emotional 
well-being show significant improvements; fewer caregivers report 
feeling overwhelmed, pessimistic, or unable to recover from setbacks. 

This reflects the holistic nature of the program, which integrates 
entrepreneurship with faith, community, and personal growth. Stories 
like Salome’s illustrate the impact of this collaboration. A mother of two, 
she turned her passion for sewing into a thriving business after receiving 
training through the program. Her monthly income increased by nearly 
300%, and she now utilizes her skills to train other caregivers while 
providing affordable school uniforms to her community. Salome’s 
journey shows how one empowered caregiver can multiply 
opportunities for many.

Renewing the MOU ensures that this momentum continues. By 
combining Compassion’s church-driven reach with ROSE’s expertise in 
women’s empowerment, the partnership will scale these successes to 
even more communities. Together, we are not just supporting 
caregivers—we are building resilient families, securing children’s futures, 
and breaking cycles of poverty through faith and entrepreneurship.

Contributor:  Irene Kimani, Program Support Specialist, Compassion Kenya

T

Salome training at her Business

Compassion National Director and Rose Women Executive Director signing the MOU

Salome at her Business
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each one and praying over them.
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children, including Compassion-sponsored twins Andrew and Felister. 
Doreen’s story reflects resilience and hope. Once struggling to support 
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children intervention. 

Highly Vulnerable Children (HVC) interventions are designed to assist 
Compassion’s most at-risk registered beneficiaries. The primary 
objective is to provide emergency and additional support not covered 
by core programs or existing Complementary Interventions (CIVs). 
These interventions are vital in stabilizing highly vulnerable children, 
helping them stay engaged in programs and work toward their goals. In 
Compassion’s context, a child is considered highly vulnerable when 
facing issues such as caregiver deprivation or incapacity, exposure to 
abuse and exploitation, or living with disabilities and special needs.

Through the Highly Vulnerable Children (HVC) program by Compassion, 
Doreen received assistance to kickstart a small samosa business—an 
opportunity that helped her family regain stability during a difficult 
period.

She now supports her household with dignity, and her children continue 
to excel in school. Andrew, who was born with congenital limb 
difficulties, has shown significant improvement thanks to corrective 
support, while his twin sister Felister is performing well academically. 

During a home visit, CeCe and her husband joined in prayer; her husband 
blessed the household, and CeCe shared words of encouragement and 
love with each family member.

This visit clearly emphasized the central role of partnership in 
Compassion’s ministry. Working with local churches, such as PCEA 
Embulbul, allows for direct engagement with children and families in 
their communities, providing spiritual, educational, and practical support 
tailored to their specific needs. Supporters like CeCe Winans enhance 
this effort by reaffirming that these communities are not forgotten and 
that the global church stands in support of them. 

Watch the Experience Here:  https://bit.ly/3VJYRiw. 

Contributor: Raphael Jalang'o, Supervisor of Sponsor Donor Support, 
Compassion Kenya. 

Digital Empowerment
Building Self-Sufficiency Through Digital Empowerment

t Compassion, we believe that young people can overcome 
poverty if they are provided with the right skills, tools, and 
opportunities. Our collaboration with Pawatech Solutions is 
actively making this belief a reality, showcasing how 

technology, innovation, and teamwork can change lives. Through the 
Digital Freelancing Program, over 430 youth aged 18–35 have received 
training in valuable digital skills, including AI-driven graphic design, 
content creation, virtual assistance, digital marketing, and web 
development.

The results are impressive: a 98% completion rate across cohorts, with 
all graduates earning an income within two months, and a collective 
income exceeding KES 7 million (about USD 54,000) in freelance income, 
averaging around KES 16,000 (USD 120) per participant. Eric Mugo, one 
graduate, summarized it: “Online work isn’t just work, it is a 
game-changer.” 

To enhance sustainability, Pawatech has instructed over 600 children 
(ages 8–14) in coding and robotics, creating Robotics Clubs in Marsabit, 
Baringo, and Embu. These active clubs foster creativity, problem-solving, 
and innovation, laying the groundwork for Kenya’s upcoming digital 
leaders. 

Acknowledging the importance of access, Pawatech collaborated with 
manufacturers to provide over 550 laptops at reduced prices, enabling 
learners to gain digital skills and continue earning and innovating 
beyond training. In addition to training, it offers mentorship, job 
opportunities, and plans for expansion across Kenya. 

Pawatech and Compassion aim to reach 15,000 youth and underserved 
individuals in five years, growing robotics programs nationwide and 
establishing digital hubs in rural and marginalized communities.

Compassion International Kenya and Pawatech Solutions recently 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), underscoring their 
shared commitment to creating sustainable, self-reliant futures for 
children and young people. These efforts directly support Compassion’s 
goal of fostering self-sufficiency among young people by helping them 
gain dignified livelihoods, build resilience, and positively impact their 
families and communities.

Contributor: Lydia Sereya, Youth Specialist, Compassion Kenya

A

Compassion National Director and Pawa Tech Managing Director signing the MOU

Leadership from Pawa Tech and Compassion at the MOU signing
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Compassion International Kenya

Digital Empowerment
Celebrating Success at the ENJOY AI Robotics 
Championship in Accra, Ghana

n a notable act of innovation and teamwork, 26 eager learners from 
Kenya took part in the ENJOY AI Robotics Championship in Accra, 
Ghana. This event was a significant milestone in empowering youth 
through technology, building on the success of our robotics 

initiatives in Kiambu, Nairobi, and Kajiado counties. 

Last year, four learners represented Kenya at the Global Championships 
in China. This year, we made a bold move by expanding the team to 26 
members who competed against peers from Ghana, Morocco, South 
Africa, and Côte d'Ivoire. They demonstrated outstanding creativity, 
teamwork, and problem-solving abilities.

As I stood at the Accra Digital Centre cheering for our team, a wave of 
pride swept over me. Watching them bring months of preparation to life 
was truly inspiring," said Renice, founder of Code with Kids and mentor 
to the team.

Beyond the competition, participants enjoyed a variety of enriching 
activities, attending AI talks, touring the robotics department at Accra 
City International University, visiting the Compassion Ghana office, and 
exploring cultural sites such as the Kwame Nkrumah Museum and the 
oceanfront. The environment buzzed with enthusiasm as drones flew 
overhead, and robots navigated challenges like Geometry Forest, Cyber 
City, and Battle of Tribes.

We are excited to share that our team earned third place in the 
Elementary Cyber City Category! This impressive achievement 
highlights what can be accomplished when passion aligns with purpose. 
A special thank you to the Code with Kids educators and mentors, 
whose dedication and guidance help nurture the next generation of 
innovators.

This journey was made possible thanks to the generous support of 
Compassion International Kenya, uniting learners from various partner 
churches in Kajiado and Nairobi counties. We sincerely thank Governor 
Ole Lenku of Kajiado for his generous donation of KES 200,000 (about 
USD 1,500) for travel expenses, and we also appreciate the caregivers 
who raised half of the remaining costs.

Participating in the ENJOY AI Robotics Championship is more than a 
competition; it symbolizes a rising effort to develop Africa’s next 
generation of tech innovators. We are collectively breaking down 
barriers, boosting confidence, and inspiring young minds to dream big. 
Reflecting on this journey, we realize that when children feel recognized, 
supported, and empowered, the world improves. The future looks 
promising, and together we will keep striving for Africa's stars.

Contributor: Billups Omido, Partnership Facilitator, Compassion Kenya
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As I stood at the Accra Digital Centre cheering for our team, a 
wave of pride swept over me. Watching them bring months of 

preparation to life was truly inspiring
 said Renice, founder of Code with Kids and mentor to the team.
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Youth Development
Raising a 10x Better Generation – Youth Summit 2025

This year, Compassion International Kenya hosed its first-ever 
national Youth Summit 2025 at Kabarak University in Nakuru 
County. The event gathered over 1,000 finalists from 
universities and colleges across Kenya, along with 150 trained 

mentors. Spanning a week, the event focuses on discipleship, leadership 
development, and life-skills training under the theme “10x Better Youth,” 
inspired by Daniel 1:20. 

It coincides with International Youth Day, highlighting the resilience, 
potential, and leadership qualities of Kenya’s youth. The theme is drawn 
from the story of Daniel, who remained true to his beliefs despite intense 
pressure to conform to Babylonian culture. 

As the Scripture states, “In every matter of wisdom and understanding 
about which the king questioned them, he found them ten times better 
than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom” (Daniel 1:20, 
NIV). The summit encourages today’s youth to live bravely, with 
conviction and excellence, amid a world full of distractions and 
compromises.

The program was designed to meet real needs identified among youth 
supported by Compassion. Despite excelling academically, many face 
challenges with workplace readiness, self-leadership, emotional 
resilience, and maintaining their biblical convictions. 

During the week, participants joined small-group Bible studies based on 
the FOCUS Kenya guide, “Sovereignty of God,” which explores God's 
rewards for purity, His deliverance, and His responses to prayer. 

They also listened to a range of speakers—including Christian business 
leaders discussing:
•
•
• entrepreneurship and marketplace integrity
• mental health experts focusing on resilience and emotional 

wellness
• pastors teaching about godly leadership and identity
• young innovators sharing stories of overcoming obstacles to make 

a positive impact. 

Seminars addressed key topics, including navigating identity and 
relationships in a changing culture, building confidence in professional 
environments, using digital skills responsibly, and staying connected to 
faith amid societal shifts. The aim is to prepare participants for spiritual, 
emotional, and professional development.

During the launch, Compassion Kenya's National Director highlighted, 
"Our goal is to develop young individuals who are educated and skilled 
yet deeply rooted in faith and core values. 

The Youth Summit 2025 demonstrates our commitment to partnering 
with the Church to equip this generation for leadership service and 
positive influence. I hope every participant leaves with a refreshed vision 
for their future, the courage to stand strong like Daniel, and the resolve to 
serve as role models in their families, communities, and country."

The summit was made possible through the teamwork of Compassion 
Kenya, church partners, mentors, local leaders, and volunteers, who 
collaborated to nurture a generation of youth grounded in their faith, 
confident in their God-given potential, and prepared to influence their 
communities for Christ. A participant shared their enthusiasm for the 
national gathering, stating, “I’ve never experienced a space where I felt 
so seen, challenged, and encouraged simultaneously. This summit feels 
like God preparing us for something greater than ourselves.”

Watch the Highlights: https://bit.ly/4nBm6Xr

Contributor: Emmanuel Okonda, Partnership facilitator, Compassion Kenya

Greystone Christian Church, a Compassion Frontline Church 
Partner, celebrated a significant milestone with the opening 
of its Modern Learning Complex in Murang’a County. This 
success was achieved thanks to the support of Compassion 

Netherlands and the Voordjik family, which together raised 
KES—20,288,730 (approximately USD 156,000). The total project expense 
was KES. 19,231,048 (about USD 148,000), leaving a remaining KES. 
1,057,682 (around USD 8,100) allocated for classroom furnishings.

This initiative extends beyond simply building new structures; it 
symbolizes hope for children and families, aiming to enhance education, 
nurture individual talents, and break long-standing cycles of poverty 
within the community. Greystone Christian Church’s origins date back to 
the 1990s, when farms and mining operations drew young workers to the 
area. 

As the economy grew, social issues emerged, prompting the 
establishment of a church to provide spiritual support. Over time, the 
church expanded steadily and now serves over 250 adults and more 
than 300 children and youth.

As farming activities declined due to harsh climatic and economic 
conditions, unemployment and poverty increased significantly. Since 
2020, the church has partnered with Compassion International Kenya to 
provide both spiritual and socio-economic support. Nonetheless, a 
significant challenge remained: inadequate educational infrastructure. 
Children had to study in semi-permanent classrooms that lacked 
facilities for ICT, science experiments, or modern teaching methods. 

Greystone regarded education as “both the seed and flower of 
economic development" and envisioned a modern facility to improve 
literacy, offer technical training to caregivers, and inspire a generation 
capable of transforming the community. The Modern Learning Complex 
at Greystone, Murang’a, was officially opened, bringing this vision to 
reality.

The facility features seven modern classrooms, a large computer lab, 
and a survival simulation room designed for mothers and their children 
to practice survival skills. The Voordjik family, the same donors who 
funded the building of the learning complex, is also actively supporting 
survival mothers. Their participation was evident at the launch, where 
the mothers in our Survival Program (Supporting babies from 0-2years) 
were present and celebrated.

This highlights the project's comprehensive approach, which fosters 
children's growth from birth, empowers caregivers, and encourages 
intergenerational learning.

During the opening, a model smart classroom was also introduced, 
demonstrating how digitally enabled learning will transform teaching 
and collaboration. Efforts are ongoing to upgrade the remaining six 
classrooms into smart classrooms, making modern, technology-based 
education accessible to all children. The community’s reaction was 
overwhelmingly positive. Parents, caregivers, and children praised the 
facility as a sign of renewed faith in education. “This complex has given 
us renewed hope. For the first time, we believe our children can dream 
big and achieve more,” said one Church Leader.

Compassion Kenya’s National Director, together with Roy Voolger, 
echoed this sentiment, emphasizing the power of unity: “When people 
unite around a common purpose, their combined effort often produces 
results far greater than what any individual could achieve alone.”

Contributor: Raphael Jalang'o, Supervisor of Sponsor Donor Support, 
Compassion Kenya.
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This year, Compassion International Kenya hosed its first-ever 
national Youth Summit 2025 at Kabarak University in Nakuru 
County. The event gathered over 1,000 finalists from 
universities and colleges across Kenya, along with 150 trained 

mentors. Spanning a week, the event focuses on discipleship, leadership 
development, and life-skills training under the theme “10x Better Youth,” 
inspired by Daniel 1:20. 

It coincides with International Youth Day, highlighting the resilience, 
potential, and leadership qualities of Kenya’s youth. The theme is drawn 
from the story of Daniel, who remained true to his beliefs despite intense 
pressure to conform to Babylonian culture. 

As the Scripture states, “In every matter of wisdom and understanding 
about which the king questioned them, he found them ten times better 
than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom” (Daniel 1:20, 
NIV). The summit encourages today’s youth to live bravely, with 
conviction and excellence, amid a world full of distractions and 
compromises.

The program was designed to meet real needs identified among youth 
supported by Compassion. Despite excelling academically, many face 
challenges with workplace readiness, self-leadership, emotional 
resilience, and maintaining their biblical convictions. 

During the week, participants joined small-group Bible studies based on 
the FOCUS Kenya guide, “Sovereignty of God,” which explores God's 
rewards for purity, His deliverance, and His responses to prayer. 

They also listened to a range of speakers—including Christian business 
leaders discussing:
•
•
• entrepreneurship and marketplace integrity
• mental health experts focusing on resilience and emotional 

wellness
• pastors teaching about godly leadership and identity
• young innovators sharing stories of overcoming obstacles to make 

a positive impact. 

Youth Development

Compassion Kenya's National Director highlighted,

Our goal is to develop young individuals who are educated and 
skilled yet deeply rooted in faith and core values. The Youth 

Summit 2025 demonstrates our commitment to partnering with 
the Church to equip this generation for leadership, service, and a 

positive influence. I hope every participant leaves with a 
refreshed vision for their future, the courage to stand strong like 

Daniel, and the resolve to serve as role models in their families, 
communities, and country.

Seminars addressed key topics, including navigating identity and 
relationships in a changing culture, building confidence in professional 
environments, using digital skills responsibly, and staying connected to 
faith amid societal shifts. The aim is to prepare participants for spiritual, 
emotional, and professional development.

During the launch, Compassion Kenya's National Director highlighted, 
"Our goal is to develop young individuals who are educated and skilled 
yet deeply rooted in faith and core values. 

The Youth Summit 2025 demonstrates our commitment to partnering 
with the Church to equip this generation for leadership service and 
positive influence. I hope every participant leaves with a refreshed vision 
for their future, the courage to stand strong like Daniel, and the resolve to 
serve as role models in their families, communities, and country."

The summit was made possible through the teamwork of Compassion 
Kenya, church partners, mentors, local leaders, and volunteers, who 
collaborated to nurture a generation of youth grounded in their faith, 
confident in their God-given potential, and prepared to influence their 
communities for Christ. A participant shared their enthusiasm for the 
national gathering, stating, “I’ve never experienced a space where I felt 
so seen, challenged, and encouraged simultaneously. This summit feels 
like God preparing us for something greater than ourselves.”

Watch the Highlights: https://bit.ly/4nBm6Xr

Contributor: Emmanuel Okonda, Partnership facilitator, Compassion Kenya

I’ve never experienced a space where I felt so seen, challenged, 
and encouraged simultaneously. This summit feels like God 

preparing us for something greater than ourselves.
A participant expressed

Greystone Christian Church, a Compassion Frontline Church 
Partner, celebrated a significant milestone with the opening 
of its Modern Learning Complex in Murang’a County. This 
success was achieved thanks to the support of Compassion 

Netherlands and the Voordjik family, which together raised 
KES—20,288,730 (approximately USD 156,000). The total project expense 
was KES. 19,231,048 (about USD 148,000), leaving a remaining KES. 
1,057,682 (around USD 8,100) allocated for classroom furnishings.

This initiative extends beyond simply building new structures; it 
symbolizes hope for children and families, aiming to enhance education, 
nurture individual talents, and break long-standing cycles of poverty 
within the community. Greystone Christian Church’s origins date back to 
the 1990s, when farms and mining operations drew young workers to the 
area. 

As the economy grew, social issues emerged, prompting the 
establishment of a church to provide spiritual support. Over time, the 
church expanded steadily and now serves over 250 adults and more 
than 300 children and youth.

As farming activities declined due to harsh climatic and economic 
conditions, unemployment and poverty increased significantly. Since 
2020, the church has partnered with Compassion International Kenya to 
provide both spiritual and socio-economic support. Nonetheless, a 
significant challenge remained: inadequate educational infrastructure. 
Children had to study in semi-permanent classrooms that lacked 
facilities for ICT, science experiments, or modern teaching methods. 

Greystone regarded education as “both the seed and flower of 
economic development" and envisioned a modern facility to improve 
literacy, offer technical training to caregivers, and inspire a generation 
capable of transforming the community. The Modern Learning Complex 
at Greystone, Murang’a, was officially opened, bringing this vision to 
reality.

The facility features seven modern classrooms, a large computer lab, 
and a survival simulation room designed for mothers and their children 
to practice survival skills. The Voordjik family, the same donors who 
funded the building of the learning complex, is also actively supporting 
survival mothers. Their participation was evident at the launch, where 
the mothers in our Survival Program (Supporting babies from 0-2years) 
were present and celebrated.

This highlights the project's comprehensive approach, which fosters 
children's growth from birth, empowers caregivers, and encourages 
intergenerational learning.

During the opening, a model smart classroom was also introduced, 
demonstrating how digitally enabled learning will transform teaching 
and collaboration. Efforts are ongoing to upgrade the remaining six 
classrooms into smart classrooms, making modern, technology-based 
education accessible to all children. The community’s reaction was 
overwhelmingly positive. Parents, caregivers, and children praised the 
facility as a sign of renewed faith in education. “This complex has given 
us renewed hope. For the first time, we believe our children can dream 
big and achieve more,” said one Church Leader.

Compassion Kenya’s National Director, together with Roy Voolger, 
echoed this sentiment, emphasizing the power of unity: “When people 
unite around a common purpose, their combined effort often produces 
results far greater than what any individual could achieve alone.”

Contributor: Raphael Jalang'o, Supervisor of Sponsor Donor Support, 
Compassion Kenya.

Youth Participants at a worship session in the summit

Youth Participants at the sessions in the summit National Director addressing Youth Participants at a the summit

Youth Participants during a break at  the summit
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Creative Economy
Patience : A Rising Star for Kenya’s Creative Economy

he saying goes that talent opens doors to greatness, and 
Patience’s Compassion-sponsored participant story exemplifies 
this. Born in 2008 in Kakamega County, near Mahiakalo Church 
of God, Patience has grown from a girl playing soccer with boys 

in her village to one of Kenya’s most promising young footballers. 
Currently, she isn't just playing for herself; she's helping shape the story 
of youth talent in Kenya’s creative economy, showing how sports can be 
a powerful opportunity. 

From her early days at Mahiakalo Primary School, Patience’s passion for 
soccer was evident. Despite limited resources, she stood out, 
representing her school in national competitions. After attending Butere 
Girls' High School, renowned for its sports, she further developed her 
skills. Out of 24 girls who tried out, only 12 were selected, and she quickly 
became a key player on her school team, later representing them at the 
East African Games. 

Her progress continued as Patience joined the Kenya U-17 Junior 
Starlets, competing against teams from Tanzania, Ethiopia, Morocco, 
and Cameroon. Most recently, she played for the Rising Starlets, Kenya’s 
U-20 women’s national team, contributing to a remarkable 4-0 victory 
over Ethiopia. This win set the stage for a crucial East African derby 
against Tanzania, with Kenya aiming for a historic qualification to the 
2026 FIFA U-20 Women’s World Cup.

What sets Patience apart is not just her achievements but also her 
versatility and resilience. She was the top scorer in the Kenya Secondary 
Schools Sports Association (KSSSA) with 41 goals, is skilled with both 
feet, and can play any position on the field, from goalkeeper to striker. 

More than her stats, her discipline, determination, and humility 
distinguish her as a potential future leader in the sport. She aspires to 
become a soccer coach, helping to develop young athletes and using 
her influence to support girls from disadvantaged backgrounds.

Her story demonstrates how, with proper support from schools and 
church partners like Mahiakalo Church of God, young people can rise 
from obscurity to international recognition. As Nancy Olukusi, Mahiakalo 
Church of God’s Compassion Frontline Church Program Director, 
affirms: “We cheer her, pray for her, and offer our support. KUDOS 
PATIENCE ASIKO.” Her story serves as a living example that Kenya’s 
future depends on its young people, and when talent is identified, 
nurtured, and supported, it can inspire an entire generation.

Contributor: Elisham Nyamwata, Partnership Facilitator, Compassion Kenya 

Nancy Olukusi, Mahiakalo Church of God’s Compassion Frontline 
Church Program Director, a�irms: 

We cheer her, pray for her, and o�er our support. KUDOS 
PATIENCE ASIKO.

Greystone Christian Church, a Compassion Frontline Church 
Partner, celebrated a significant milestone with the opening 
of its Modern Learning Complex in Murang’a County. This 
success was achieved thanks to the support of Compassion 

Netherlands and the Voordjik family, which together raised 
KES—20,288,730 (approximately USD 156,000). The total project expense 
was KES. 19,231,048 (about USD 148,000), leaving a remaining KES. 
1,057,682 (around USD 8,100) allocated for classroom furnishings.

This initiative extends beyond simply building new structures; it 
symbolizes hope for children and families, aiming to enhance education, 
nurture individual talents, and break long-standing cycles of poverty 
within the community. Greystone Christian Church’s origins date back to 
the 1990s, when farms and mining operations drew young workers to the 
area. 

As the economy grew, social issues emerged, prompting the 
establishment of a church to provide spiritual support. Over time, the 
church expanded steadily and now serves over 250 adults and more 
than 300 children and youth.

As farming activities declined due to harsh climatic and economic 
conditions, unemployment and poverty increased significantly. Since 
2020, the church has partnered with Compassion International Kenya to 
provide both spiritual and socio-economic support. Nonetheless, a 
significant challenge remained: inadequate educational infrastructure. 
Children had to study in semi-permanent classrooms that lacked 
facilities for ICT, science experiments, or modern teaching methods. 

Greystone regarded education as “both the seed and flower of 
economic development" and envisioned a modern facility to improve 
literacy, offer technical training to caregivers, and inspire a generation 
capable of transforming the community. The Modern Learning Complex 
at Greystone, Murang’a, was officially opened, bringing this vision to 
reality.

The facility features seven modern classrooms, a large computer lab, 
and a survival simulation room designed for mothers and their children 
to practice survival skills. The Voordjik family, the same donors who 
funded the building of the learning complex, is also actively supporting 
survival mothers. Their participation was evident at the launch, where 
the mothers in our Survival Program (Supporting babies from 0-2years) 
were present and celebrated.

This highlights the project's comprehensive approach, which fosters 
children's growth from birth, empowers caregivers, and encourages 
intergenerational learning.

During the opening, a model smart classroom was also introduced, 
demonstrating how digitally enabled learning will transform teaching 
and collaboration. Efforts are ongoing to upgrade the remaining six 
classrooms into smart classrooms, making modern, technology-based 
education accessible to all children. The community’s reaction was 
overwhelmingly positive. Parents, caregivers, and children praised the 
facility as a sign of renewed faith in education. “This complex has given 
us renewed hope. For the first time, we believe our children can dream 
big and achieve more,” said one Church Leader.

Compassion Kenya’s National Director, together with Roy Voolger, 
echoed this sentiment, emphasizing the power of unity: “When people 
unite around a common purpose, their combined effort often produces 
results far greater than what any individual could achieve alone.”

Contributor: Raphael Jalang'o, Supervisor of Sponsor Donor Support, 
Compassion Kenya.

T
PATIENCE ASIKO on the Kenyan Team Poster

PATIENCE ASIKO at a game

PATIENCE ASIKO at Practice

14



Jirani Issue No. 38 | 2025Compassion International Kenya

Sustainable Communities 
Greystone Christian Church Launches Modern Learning 
Complex in Murang’a County

Greystone Christian Church, a Compassion Frontline Church 
Partner, celebrated a significant milestone with the opening 
of its Modern Learning Complex in Murang’a County. This 
success was achieved thanks to the support of Compassion 

Netherlands and the Voordjik family, which together raised 
KES—20,288,730 (approximately USD 156,000). The total project expense 
was KES. 19,231,048 (about USD 148,000), leaving a remaining KES. 
1,057,682 (around USD 8,100) allocated for classroom furnishings.

This initiative extends beyond simply building new structures; it 
symbolizes hope for children and families, aiming to enhance education, 
nurture individual talents, and break long-standing cycles of poverty 
within the community. Greystone Christian Church’s origins date back to 
the 1990s, when farms and mining operations drew young workers to the 
area. 

This success was achieved thanks to the support of Compassion 
Netherlands and the Voordjik family, which together raised 

KES—20,288,730 (approximately USD 156,000).

As the economy grew, social issues emerged, prompting the 
establishment of a church to provide spiritual support. Over time, the 
church expanded steadily and now serves over 250 adults and more 
than 300 children and youth.

As farming activities declined due to harsh climatic and economic 
conditions, unemployment and poverty increased significantly. Since 
2020, the church has partnered with Compassion International Kenya to 
provide both spiritual and socio-economic support. Nonetheless, a 
significant challenge remained: inadequate educational infrastructure. 
Children had to study in semi-permanent classrooms that lacked 
facilities for ICT, science experiments, or modern teaching methods. 

Greystone regarded education as “both the seed and flower of 
economic development" and envisioned a modern facility to improve 
literacy, offer technical training to caregivers, and inspire a generation 
capable of transforming the community. The Modern Learning Complex 
at Greystone, Murang’a, was officially opened, bringing this vision to 
reality.

The facility features seven modern classrooms, a large computer lab, 
and a survival simulation room designed for mothers and their children 
to practice survival skills. The Voordjik family, the same donors who 
funded the building of the learning complex, is also actively supporting 
survival mothers. Their participation was evident at the launch, where 
the mothers in our Survival Program (Supporting babies from 0-2years) 
were present and celebrated.

This highlights the project's comprehensive approach, which fosters 
children's growth from birth, empowers caregivers, and encourages 
intergenerational learning.

During the opening, a model smart classroom was also introduced, 
demonstrating how digitally enabled learning will transform teaching 
and collaboration. Efforts are ongoing to upgrade the remaining six 
classrooms into smart classrooms, making modern, technology-based 
education accessible to all children. The community’s reaction was 
overwhelmingly positive. Parents, caregivers, and children praised the 
facility as a sign of renewed faith in education. “This complex has given 
us renewed hope. For the first time, we believe our children can dream 
big and achieve more,” said one Church Leader.

Compassion Kenya’s National Director, together with Roy Voolger, 
echoed this sentiment, emphasizing the power of unity: “When people 
unite around a common purpose, their combined effort often produces 
results far greater than what any individual could achieve alone.”

Contributor: Raphael Jalang'o, Supervisor of Sponsor Donor Support, 
Compassion Kenya.
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Sustainable Communities 

Greystone Christian Church, a Compassion Frontline Church 
Partner, celebrated a significant milestone with the opening 
of its Modern Learning Complex in Murang’a County. This 
success was achieved thanks to the support of Compassion 

Netherlands and the Voordjik family, which together raised 
KES—20,288,730 (approximately USD 156,000). The total project expense 
was KES. 19,231,048 (about USD 148,000), leaving a remaining KES. 
1,057,682 (around USD 8,100) allocated for classroom furnishings.

This initiative extends beyond simply building new structures; it 
symbolizes hope for children and families, aiming to enhance education, 
nurture individual talents, and break long-standing cycles of poverty 
within the community. Greystone Christian Church’s origins date back to 
the 1990s, when farms and mining operations drew young workers to the 
area. 

As the economy grew, social issues emerged, prompting the 
establishment of a church to provide spiritual support. Over time, the 
church expanded steadily and now serves over 250 adults and more 
than 300 children and youth.

As farming activities declined due to harsh climatic and economic 
conditions, unemployment and poverty increased significantly. Since 
2020, the church has partnered with Compassion International Kenya to 
provide both spiritual and socio-economic support. Nonetheless, a 
significant challenge remained: inadequate educational infrastructure. 
Children had to study in semi-permanent classrooms that lacked 
facilities for ICT, science experiments, or modern teaching methods. 

Greystone regarded education as “both the seed and flower of 
economic development" and envisioned a modern facility to improve 
literacy, offer technical training to caregivers, and inspire a generation 
capable of transforming the community. The Modern Learning Complex 
at Greystone, Murang’a, was officially opened, bringing this vision to 
reality.

The facility features seven modern classrooms, a large computer lab, 
and a survival simulation room designed for mothers and their children 
to practice survival skills. The Voordjik family, the same donors who 
funded the building of the learning complex, is also actively supporting 
survival mothers. Their participation was evident at the launch, where 
the mothers in our Survival Program (Supporting babies from 0-2years) 
were present and celebrated.

This highlights the project's comprehensive approach, which fosters 
children's growth from birth, empowers caregivers, and encourages 
intergenerational learning.

Compassion Kenya’s National Director, together with Roy Voolger, 
echoed this sentiment, emphasizing the power of unity: 

When people unite around a common purpose, their combined 
e�ort often produces results far greater than what any 

individual could achieve alone.

During the opening, a model smart classroom was also introduced, 
demonstrating how digitally enabled learning will transform teaching 
and collaboration. Efforts are ongoing to upgrade the remaining six 
classrooms into smart classrooms, making modern, technology-based 
education accessible to all children. The community’s reaction was 
overwhelmingly positive. Parents, caregivers, and children praised the 
facility as a sign of renewed faith in education. “This complex has given 
us renewed hope. For the first time, we believe our children can dream 
big and achieve more,” said one Church Leader.

Compassion Kenya’s National Director, together with Roy Voolger, 
echoed this sentiment, emphasizing the power of unity: “When people 
unite around a common purpose, their combined effort often produces 
results far greater than what any individual could achieve alone.”

Contributor: Raphael Jalang'o, Supervisor of Sponsor Donor Support, 
Compassion Kenya.

Presentation by Participants Of the Smart Board
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Greystone Christian Church, a Compassion Frontline Church 
Partner, celebrated a significant milestone with the opening 
of its Modern Learning Complex in Murang’a County. This 
success was achieved thanks to the support of Compassion 

Netherlands and the Voordjik family, which together raised 
KES—20,288,730 (approximately USD 156,000). The total project expense 
was KES. 19,231,048 (about USD 148,000), leaving a remaining KES. 
1,057,682 (around USD 8,100) allocated for classroom furnishings.

This initiative extends beyond simply building new structures; it 
symbolizes hope for children and families, aiming to enhance education, 
nurture individual talents, and break long-standing cycles of poverty 
within the community. Greystone Christian Church’s origins date back to 
the 1990s, when farms and mining operations drew young workers to the 
area. 

As the economy grew, social issues emerged, prompting the 
establishment of a church to provide spiritual support. Over time, the 
church expanded steadily and now serves over 250 adults and more 
than 300 children and youth.

As farming activities declined due to harsh climatic and economic 
conditions, unemployment and poverty increased significantly. Since 
2020, the church has partnered with Compassion International Kenya to 
provide both spiritual and socio-economic support. Nonetheless, a 
significant challenge remained: inadequate educational infrastructure. 
Children had to study in semi-permanent classrooms that lacked 
facilities for ICT, science experiments, or modern teaching methods. 

Greystone regarded education as “both the seed and flower of 
economic development" and envisioned a modern facility to improve 
literacy, offer technical training to caregivers, and inspire a generation 
capable of transforming the community. The Modern Learning Complex 
at Greystone, Murang’a, was officially opened, bringing this vision to 
reality.

The facility features seven modern classrooms, a large computer lab, 
and a survival simulation room designed for mothers and their children 
to practice survival skills. The Voordjik family, the same donors who 
funded the building of the learning complex, is also actively supporting 
survival mothers. Their participation was evident at the launch, where 
the mothers in our Survival Program (Supporting babies from 0-2years) 
were present and celebrated.

This highlights the project's comprehensive approach, which fosters 
children's growth from birth, empowers caregivers, and encourages 
intergenerational learning.

During the opening, a model smart classroom was also introduced, 
demonstrating how digitally enabled learning will transform teaching 
and collaboration. Efforts are ongoing to upgrade the remaining six 
classrooms into smart classrooms, making modern, technology-based 
education accessible to all children. The community’s reaction was 
overwhelmingly positive. Parents, caregivers, and children praised the 
facility as a sign of renewed faith in education. “This complex has given 
us renewed hope. For the first time, we believe our children can dream 
big and achieve more,” said one Church Leader.

Compassion Kenya’s National Director, together with Roy Voolger, 
echoed this sentiment, emphasizing the power of unity: “When people 
unite around a common purpose, their combined effort often produces 
results far greater than what any individual could achieve alone.”

Contributor: Raphael Jalang'o, Supervisor of Sponsor Donor Support, 
Compassion Kenya.

Sustainable Communities 
Housing Interventions Bringing Relief to Marsabit 
Families

arsabit County is often described as a land of 
extremes—stunning yet challenging, rich in culture but 
burdened by poverty and marginalization. Despite these 
challenges, the church remains a symbol of hope, 

demonstrating that when faith combines with compassion, lives can 
change. Two stories from Maikona and Marsabit town highlight how 
love, resilience, and community can overcome even the most 
challenging circumstances.

In the quiet outskirts of Maikona, in Marsabit County, Adho, who cares 
for young Mamo, once faced stigma and rejection. Like many girls in 
marginalized areas, she experienced an early pregnancy. Rejected by 
her family and shunned by her community, she took refuge with her 
grandmother, living in a fragile, thatched shelter that barely kept out the 
rain. 

Her story changed when ACK Maikona, a Compassion Frontline Church 
Partner, stepped in. Moved by her situation, the church helped build a 
safe, dignified home for Adho and her children. This new home not only 
provided shelter but also restored her dignity, changing her identity 
from outcast to overcomer. Now, Adho actively participates in caregiver 
empowerment groups and advocates for the rights of young mothers, 
committed to ensuring that no girl faces the loneliness she once knew. 

As she said, “I had no name, no family, no God. ACK Church Maikona 
showed me the love of Christ and gave me a name, a family, and a 
relationship with God. I am forever grateful.” Her story highlights the 
power of Christ’s love, church-driven development, and the resilience of 
young women who refuse to be defined by their past.

As Adho said, 
I had no name, no family, no God. ACK Church Maikona showed 

me the love of Christ and gave me a name, a family, and a 
relationship with God. I am forever grateful.

In Marsabit town, a family’s life was drastically changed by extreme 
hardship. Mama Martha and her children lived in a ground-dug-out cave, 
a fragile space exposing them to severe illness, persistent cold, and the 
danger of wild animals. Survival was a constant challenge, and their 
home offered no dignity, comfort, or safety. 

Recognizing the urgency, EAPC Marsabit, a Compassion Frontline 
Church Partner, organized support to build a durable and secure house 
for Mama Martha’s family. The change was remarkable. With the new 
home, they found peace, safety, and hope for a better future. Filled with 
gratitude, Mama Martha expressed her relief: “I don’t know what to say. 
This is a miracle. Thank you, thank you so much. May God bless the 
Church for this action. You have saved my family.”

These stories from Marsabit County highlight that true transformation 
starts with compassionate action. What initially were efforts to offer 
shelter have evolved into powerful stories of regained dignity, renewed 
purpose, and reimagined futures. For Adho, a young mother who faced 
stigma, and for Mama Martha, who once lived in a cave, the church has 
served not only as a place of worship but also as the hands and feet of 
Christ, delivering healing and hope to the most vulnerable.

Contributor: Joseph Diba, Partnership Facilitator, Compassion Kenya

Mama Martha expressed her relief:  
I don’t know what to say. This is a miracle. Thank you, thank you 

so much. May God bless the Church for this action. You have 
saved my family.

M

Martha's House Before

Martha's House after

Adho's House Before

Adho's House After
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of its Modern Learning Complex in Murang’a County. This 
success was achieved thanks to the support of Compassion 

Netherlands and the Voordjik family, which together raised 
KES—20,288,730 (approximately USD 156,000). The total project expense 
was KES. 19,231,048 (about USD 148,000), leaving a remaining KES. 
1,057,682 (around USD 8,100) allocated for classroom furnishings.
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nurture individual talents, and break long-standing cycles of poverty 
within the community. Greystone Christian Church’s origins date back to 
the 1990s, when farms and mining operations drew young workers to the 
area. 

As the economy grew, social issues emerged, prompting the 
establishment of a church to provide spiritual support. Over time, the 
church expanded steadily and now serves over 250 adults and more 
than 300 children and youth.

As farming activities declined due to harsh climatic and economic 
conditions, unemployment and poverty increased significantly. Since 
2020, the church has partnered with Compassion International Kenya to 
provide both spiritual and socio-economic support. Nonetheless, a 
significant challenge remained: inadequate educational infrastructure. 
Children had to study in semi-permanent classrooms that lacked 
facilities for ICT, science experiments, or modern teaching methods. 

Greystone regarded education as “both the seed and flower of 
economic development" and envisioned a modern facility to improve 
literacy, offer technical training to caregivers, and inspire a generation 
capable of transforming the community. The Modern Learning Complex 
at Greystone, Murang’a, was officially opened, bringing this vision to 
reality.

The facility features seven modern classrooms, a large computer lab, 
and a survival simulation room designed for mothers and their children 
to practice survival skills. The Voordjik family, the same donors who 
funded the building of the learning complex, is also actively supporting 
survival mothers. Their participation was evident at the launch, where 
the mothers in our Survival Program (Supporting babies from 0-2years) 
were present and celebrated.

This highlights the project's comprehensive approach, which fosters 
children's growth from birth, empowers caregivers, and encourages 
intergenerational learning.

During the opening, a model smart classroom was also introduced, 
demonstrating how digitally enabled learning will transform teaching 
and collaboration. Efforts are ongoing to upgrade the remaining six 
classrooms into smart classrooms, making modern, technology-based 
education accessible to all children. The community’s reaction was 
overwhelmingly positive. Parents, caregivers, and children praised the 
facility as a sign of renewed faith in education. “This complex has given 
us renewed hope. For the first time, we believe our children can dream 
big and achieve more,” said one Church Leader.

Compassion Kenya’s National Director, together with Roy Voolger, 
echoed this sentiment, emphasizing the power of unity: “When people 
unite around a common purpose, their combined effort often produces 
results far greater than what any individual could achieve alone.”

Contributor: Raphael Jalang'o, Supervisor of Sponsor Donor Support, 
Compassion Kenya.

Sustainable Communities 
Restoring Dignity Through Shelter in Kitui County

dequate housing goes beyond simply providing a roof; it 
serves as a foundation for health, education, and dignity. For 
many families in Ukasi, Kitui County, poor living conditions 
have become a hardship, impacting children’s well-being, 

education, and self-esteem. Thanks to the efforts of the Evangelical 
Alliance of Pentecostal Churches (EAPC), caregivers and children in 
Ukasi are now benefiting from the transformative effects of safe, livable 
housing. EAPC Ukasi, a Frontline Church Partner with Compassion 
International Kenya, recognized the urgent need for better shelters 
during home visits. 

Many households depended on overcrowded, mud-walled structures, 
forcing children to sleep on bare floors, outside, or in neighbors’ homes. 
These conditions exposed children to harsh weather and health 
dangers and diminished their confidence at school. 

In the 2025 financial year, the project supported the construction of two 
new houses and the renovation of three more. One participant, 
Mutethya, was the fifth child in a family of six and had to sleep outside 
because their cramped mud house couldn't accommodate them all. The 
new single-room home has brought dignity, better health, and improved 
school results for the children. Mutethya’s mother called the house a 
miraculous blessing that renewed her faith in God. 

Another case involved young Reuben Ramtu, whose family was 
displaced after his grandfather, the primary caregiver, passed away. 
Without proper shelter, the children and their widowed relatives faced 
unsafe living conditions. The Church helped mobilize the community 
and, with financial support, built a two-bedroom house with a bathroom. 
This intervention restored safety, reunited Reuben’s mother with her 
children, and strengthened the family’s faith.

During the dedication ceremonies, which included caregivers and 
community members, a clear sense of hope was palpable. The new 
homes have led to better school attendance, strengthened family 
bonds, and renewed dignity for both caregivers and children. 

Contributor: Joshua Alii, Project Director

The new single-room home has brought dignity, better health, and 
improved school results for the children. Mutethya’s mother called the 

house a miraculous blessing that renewed her faith in God. 

A

The houses the family had, that accommodated the father, mother and their 4 young childre

The newly constructed single unit for the caregiver and her children

Caregivers during grand opening and dedication of the house for the caregiver
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Within two months, Uhakika experienced exceptional growth, 
surpassing KES. 1 million (approximately USD 7,700) in sales. This 

includes KES. 632,700 (approximately USD 4,870) from school 
shoes, KES. 32,500 (around USD 250) from men's fashion shoes, 

boots, and Swahili shoes, and Ksh. 690,365 (roughly USD 5,315) 
from raw material sales. 

Greystone Christian Church, a Compassion Frontline Church 
Partner, celebrated a significant milestone with the opening 
of its Modern Learning Complex in Murang’a County. This 
success was achieved thanks to the support of Compassion 

Netherlands and the Voordjik family, which together raised 
KES—20,288,730 (approximately USD 156,000). The total project expense 
was KES. 19,231,048 (about USD 148,000), leaving a remaining KES. 
1,057,682 (around USD 8,100) allocated for classroom furnishings.

This initiative extends beyond simply building new structures; it 
symbolizes hope for children and families, aiming to enhance education, 
nurture individual talents, and break long-standing cycles of poverty 
within the community. Greystone Christian Church’s origins date back to 
the 1990s, when farms and mining operations drew young workers to the 
area. 

As the economy grew, social issues emerged, prompting the 
establishment of a church to provide spiritual support. Over time, the 
church expanded steadily and now serves over 250 adults and more 
than 300 children and youth.

As farming activities declined due to harsh climatic and economic 
conditions, unemployment and poverty increased significantly. Since 
2020, the church has partnered with Compassion International Kenya to 
provide both spiritual and socio-economic support. Nonetheless, a 
significant challenge remained: inadequate educational infrastructure. 
Children had to study in semi-permanent classrooms that lacked 
facilities for ICT, science experiments, or modern teaching methods. 

Greystone regarded education as “both the seed and flower of 
economic development" and envisioned a modern facility to improve 
literacy, offer technical training to caregivers, and inspire a generation 
capable of transforming the community. The Modern Learning Complex 
at Greystone, Murang’a, was officially opened, bringing this vision to 
reality.

The facility features seven modern classrooms, a large computer lab, 
and a survival simulation room designed for mothers and their children 
to practice survival skills. The Voordjik family, the same donors who 
funded the building of the learning complex, is also actively supporting 
survival mothers. Their participation was evident at the launch, where 
the mothers in our Survival Program (Supporting babies from 0-2years) 
were present and celebrated.

This highlights the project's comprehensive approach, which fosters 
children's growth from birth, empowers caregivers, and encourages 
intergenerational learning.

During the opening, a model smart classroom was also introduced, 
demonstrating how digitally enabled learning will transform teaching 
and collaboration. Efforts are ongoing to upgrade the remaining six 
classrooms into smart classrooms, making modern, technology-based 
education accessible to all children. The community’s reaction was 
overwhelmingly positive. Parents, caregivers, and children praised the 
facility as a sign of renewed faith in education. “This complex has given 
us renewed hope. For the first time, we believe our children can dream 
big and achieve more,” said one Church Leader.

Compassion Kenya’s National Director, together with Roy Voolger, 
echoed this sentiment, emphasizing the power of unity: “When people 
unite around a common purpose, their combined effort often produces 
results far greater than what any individual could achieve alone.”

Contributor: Raphael Jalang'o, Supervisor of Sponsor Donor Support, 
Compassion Kenya.

Livelihoods and Sustainability
Uhakika Self Help Group: Walking Towards Diversification 
for Impact

hakika, a Caregiver Self-Help Group, supported by the 
Evangelical Alliance of Pentecostal Churches (EAPC) at 
Ebenezer Church in Matanomanne, Kilifi County, Kenya, has 
become a shining example of how community-driven 

economic empowerment can change lives. 

Specializing in leather production, the group manufactures high-quality 
school shoes, men's fashion shoes, and Swahili shoes, as well as 
supplying raw shoe-making materials at wholesale prices. Their 
expertise has not only enabled them to become producers but also 
trainers and mentors, equipping others with valuable skills and 
knowledge.

Within two months, Uhakika experienced exceptional growth, 
surpassing Ksh. 1 million (approximately USD 7,700) in sales. This includes 
KES. 632,700 (approximately USD 4,870) from school shoes, KES. 32,500 
(around USD 250) from men's fashion shoes, boots, and Swahili shoes, 
and KES. 690,365 (roughly USD 5,315) from raw material sales. 

This achievement underscores strong product demand and their 
dedication to quality and consistency. Additionally, Uhakika has become 
a center for knowledge sharing, supporting the community and others in 
gaining valuable skills.

Through focused training sessions, the group has provided various 
organizations and individuals with specialized shoe-making skills. This 
includes partners from Frontline Church nearby, caregiver groups 
involved in producing school shoes, and OneChild Kenya, a local NGO in 
Kilifi that specializes in general shoe manufacturing, as well as several 
other regional groups.This ripple effect of empowerment has been 
notable; some caregivers have earned as much as Ksh. 150,000 (about 
USD 1,150) by training different organizations and Frontline Church 
partners in the region. 

U

A caregiver training Shoe production at Bamba

Caregivers shoe display at the workshop

Shoe material supply

A caregiver training Shoe production at OneChild

A caregiver training Shoe production at Kwale
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These earnings have significantly improved household livelihoods, 
enabling caregivers to support better their families' educational needs, 
nutrition, and healthcare.

What began as a vision by the Evangelical Alliance of Pentecostal 
Churches, Ebenezer Church, to financially empower caregivers has 
grown into a successful enterprise. Uhakika’s journey illustrates how 
developing skills, teamwork, and entrepreneurship can help 
communities overcome economic hardship and build a sustainable 
future. 

Contributor: Elizabeth Mugasia Elavuna, Project Director, EAPC Ebenezer 
Church, Matanomanne
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Good Health and Well-Being
Rising Beyond the Silence in Turkana County

n the sun-drenched village of Lokichar, located in southern Turkana 
County, a quiet boy named Emuria was born into a life filled with 
poverty and hardship. From a young age, his world was markedly 
different, more silent. This silence wasn't due to peace but because 

he could barely hear. His hearing loss was unnoticed and left untreated, 
causing him to feel isolated and unable to communicate effectively. 
While other children went to school and played openly, Emuria’s days 
were focused on survival, often on the streets, looking for food and a 
sense of belonging.

Everything changed when the African Gospel Church-Kalodicha, in 
partnership with Compassion International, was established in his 
community in 2024. Emuria was enrolled as a beneficiary, and for the first 
time, he experienced what it felt like to be known, loved, and protected. 
Saturdays became the best part of his week, and soon, the center felt 
like his second home. 

During a routine health check at the project, staff uncovered what had 
long been missed: Emuria had sensorineural hearing loss. Specialists 
later diagnosed him with bilateral prelingual profound hearing loss. The 
sad truth was that, if treated before age five, it might have been 
reversible. But at seven years old, Emuria’s only option was to find a new 
way forward. Doctors advised enrolling him in a school for deaf students.

He quickly enrolled at St. Luke’s School for the Deaf in Lodwar, where his 
horizons expanded. Using sign language, Emuria discovered he was 
finally able to share his thoughts, emotions, and aspirations. Each day, his 
confidence grew, and his teachers noticed his increased discipline, 
respect, and kindness. 

The school became a safe space for his creativity to thrive through 
painting, drawing, and writing. Outside the classroom, football became 
another platform for Emuria to excel. Despite being deaf, his sharp vision 
and intuition made him a remarkable player. On the field, he was 
celebrated not for silence, but for his skill, energy, and teamwork.

Emuria’s journey showcases resilience and the transformative influence 
of community support. Emerging from a life of silence and hardship, he is 
rising with dignity, courage, and hope. His story stands as a testament to 
the power of love and the transformative potential of opportunity. As he 
continues to develop, Emuria is becoming a beacon in his community 
and a blessing to everyone around him.

Contributor: Shadrack Nakua, Partnership Facilitator, Compassion Kenya.
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Emuria is set for the programme day

Emuria's new house

Emuria's old home
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“But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They 
will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary; 

they will walk and not be faint.
Isaiah 40:31

“
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Good Health and Well-Being
Empowering Girls Through Mentorship in Marsabit 
County

or many schoolgirls in Marsabit, school holidays can conceal 
serious dangers. During these breaks, girls face risks such as 
early marriages, Female Genital Mutilation (FGM), unprotected 
early sex, and non-consensual encounters. These dangers are 

worsened by deep-rooted patriarchal norms that impose heavier 
household chores on girls, sometimes forcing them into roles like house 
helps. Meanwhile, their brothers often enjoy more leisure and freedom. 
To address these issues, the Mama Guyo Foundation has organized 
Gaddis Gamme (Girls Camps) across various Marsabit sub-counties. 

These mentorship camps provide a safe space where girls aged 12 to 15 
can access peer counseling, professional training, and guidance from 
successful female role models. The aim is to motivate the girls, reinforce 
their values, build life skills, and empower them to stand up for and 
protect their rights.  

The latest camp saw forty girls from ACK Maikona, a partner church of 
Compassion, participate in a program run in collaboration with the 
Marsabit County Government. Workshops led by girl-child mentors and 
professional counselors offered practical knowledge and emotional 
support. Compassion International contributed by covering costs and 
ensuring full participation for girls in its programs. 

The event concluded with a graduation ceremony, during which 
attendees proudly received their certificates. Notable attendees 
included Bernadette Loloju, CEO of the Anti-FGM Board, and Her 
Excellency Alamitu Jattani, First Lady of Marsabit County, who 
personally handed out some certificates. Their presence emphasized 
the importance of collective efforts to end harmful practices and 
promote girls’ wellbeing. 

The Gaddis Gamme Girls Camp is more than just an event; it’s a lifeline. 
By equipping girls with knowledge, mentorship, and confidence, the 
program helps break cycles of abuse and inequality, paving the way for 
a safer, brighter future for young women in Marsabit County.

Contributor: Joseph Diba, Partnership Facilitator, Compassion Kenya
Participant receiving Certificate of Participation from the First Lady of Marsabit County, 
HE Alamitu Jattani.

One of our participant receiving Certificate of Participation from CEO, Anti-FGM Board, Bernadette Loloju.
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Events
Celebrating the graduation of Buildher program 
participants

he Buildher and Compassion Kenya celebrate a significant 
milestone: the graduation of the 12th and 13th cohorts, 
comprising 20 young female participants sponsored by 
Compassion. This event was a landmark not only for the 

graduates and their families but also for the broader goal of empowering 
women within the construction sector. 

It was a day dedicated to celebration, reflection, and reaffirming the 
commitment to fostering opportunities where women can succeed in 
traditionally male-dominated environments.

This graduation marked the successful completion of training for 20 
young women, each representing a story of courage, determination, and 
transformation. These graduates are now equipped with accredited 
construction skills, workplace readiness, and direct job placement 
opportunities. 

By offering training in areas such as carpentry, joinery, and site 
supervision, Buildher not only provides dignified employment but also 
challenges gender stereotypes in the construction sector. 

Since its inception, the organization has supported hundreds of women 
to uplift their families while advocating for equality and inclusion in the 
built environment.The ceremony commemorated the first anniversary of 
the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Buildher and 
Compassion International Kenya. 

This partnership aims to provide young women in Compassion’s 
programs with access to Buildher’s training and job placement 
initiatives. It highlights a strong commitment to breaking the cycle of 
poverty, promoting gender equality, and empowering women to be both 
participants and leaders in Kenya’s construction industry.

Since its inception, the organization has supported hundreds of 
women to uplift their families while advocating for equality and 

inclusion in the built environment.

T

The graduating Cohort

National Director Speaking at the Graduation
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Events
Blue Economy Innovation & Investment Summit 2025

he Blue Economy Innovation and Investment Summit 2025, held 
in Mombasa, brought together investors, governments, 
innovators, researchers, startups, and conservation groups to 
explore Africa’s untapped aquatic frontier. With Kenya’s economy 

projected to grow by 5.4% in 2025 and the Blue Economy expected to 
contribute up to $4.4 billion annually, this high-level convening came at a 
critical time to address challenges such as overfishing, mangrove 
destruction, marine pollution, and fragile ecosystems, while spotlighting 
opportunities for job creation and climate resilience.

Compassion International Kenya and its Church partners in the region 
were honored to participate in this critical dialogue, representing a 
Christ-centered, child-focused, and church-driven approach that has 
worked with communities at the grassroots level, linking national 
strategies to real needs on the ground. Along Kenya’s coast, 
Compassion has already seen youth and caregivers step into the Blue 
Economy with innovation and resilience. Nearly 100 families rely on 
fishing as their primary livelihood. 

At the same time, youth are actively engaged in mangrove restoration, 
beach cleaning, and waste-to-product innovations, such as the 
production of charcoal briquettes and crop farming. Partnerships with 
hubs such as Sote Hub have enabled greenhouse projects that promote 
food security and climate resilience, further demonstrating how local 
communities are already acting as ocean stewards.

By attending the summit, Compassion highlighted that its church-driven 
networks are uniquely positioned to mobilize coastal families and youth 
to engage in sustainable livelihoods connected to fisheries, aquaculture, 
waste management, and blue agriculture. These local efforts may 
appear modest, but when aligned with investors, governments, and 
innovators, they hold the potential to become scalable models of 
sustainable development. 

The value of Compassion’s participation lay not only in showcasing 
youth-led initiatives but also in underscoring that children, families, and 
churches at the grassroots must be part of the conversation if Kenya’s 
Blue Economy is to be sustainable and inclusive.

Prof. Shaukat Abdulrazak, Principal Secretary of the State Department 
for Science, Research and Innovation, stressed the importance of 
research and youth skills in promoting blue growth. Globally, Dr. Michal 
Mlynár, Deputy Executive Director of UN-Habitat, underlined the need to 
align Kenya’s efforts with worldwide urban resilience and climate goals. 
Meanwhile, H.E. Henriette Geiger, EU Ambassador to Kenya, called for 
stronger partnerships to unlock ocean opportunities and protect fragile 
ecosystems. Their combined insights demonstrated a shared 
commitment—both nationally and internationally—to harness the Blue 
Economy for inclusive, sustainable development.

The summit served as a reminder that collaboration is the cornerstone 
of progress. Compassion brought to the table not only lived experiences 
from coastal communities but also an appeal for partnerships that equip 
youth with entrepreneurial and technical skills, invest in community-led 
restoration and innovation, and connect policy with practice. 

Contributor: Evans Onyango, Manager of Partnership, Compassion Kenya. 
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Compassion Team at the Event

Compassion Team with Sponsored participant sharing experiences about the 
Compassion program with visitors at the booth

Compassion Booth with Products from caregivers and participants in the region 
being showcased
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Prof. Shaukat Abdulrazak, Principal Secretary of the State 
Department for Science, Research and Innovation, stressed the 

importance of research and youth skills in promoting blue growth. 

Dr. Michal Mlynár, Deputy Executive Director of UN-Habitat, 
underlined the need to align Kenya’s e�orts with worldwide urban 

resilience and climate goals. 

H.E. Henriette Geiger, EU Ambassador to Kenya, called for stronger 
partnerships to unlock ocean opportunities and protect fragile 

ecosystems.
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Mlynár, Deputy Executive Director of UN-Habitat, underlined the need to 
align Kenya’s efforts with worldwide urban resilience and climate goals. 
Meanwhile, H.E. Henriette Geiger, EU Ambassador to Kenya, called for 
stronger partnerships to unlock ocean opportunities and protect fragile 
ecosystems. Their combined insights demonstrated a shared 
commitment—both nationally and internationally—to harness the Blue 
Economy for inclusive, sustainable development.

The summit served as a reminder that collaboration is the cornerstone 
of progress. Compassion brought to the table not only lived experiences 
from coastal communities but also an appeal for partnerships that equip 
youth with entrepreneurial and technical skills, invest in community-led 
restoration and innovation, and connect policy with practice. 

Contributor: Evans Onyango, Manager of Partnership, Compassion Kenya. 
Compassion Team, Church Partner Representatives and Compassion sponsored 
participants at the event

Compassion leaders with key Stakeholders at the summit
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n the sun-drenched village of Lokichar, located in southern Turkana 
County, a quiet boy named Emuria was born into a life filled with 
poverty and hardship. From a young age, his world was markedly 
different, more silent. This silence wasn't due to peace but because 

he could barely hear. His hearing loss was unnoticed and left untreated,
causing him to feel isolated and unable to communicate effectively.
While other children went to school and played openly, Emuria’s days 
were focused on survival, often on the streets, looking for food and a 
sense of belonging.

Everything changed when the African Gospel Church-Kalodicha, in 
partnership with Compassion International, was established in his 
community in 2024. Emuria was enrolled as a beneficiary, and for the first 
time, he experienced what it felt like to be known, loved, and protected.
Saturdays became the best part of his week, and soon, the center felt 
like his second home.

During a routine health check at the project, staff uncovered what had 
long been missed: Emuria had sensorineural hearing loss. Specialists 
later diagnosed him with bilateral prelingual profound hearing loss. The 
sad truth was that, if treated before age five, it might have been 
reversible. But at seven years old, Emuria’s only option was to find a new 
way forward. Doctors advised enrolling him in a school for deaf students.

He quickly enrolled at St. Luke’s School for the Deaf in Lodwar, where his 
horizons expanded. Using sign language, Emuria discovered he was 
finally able to share his thoughts, emotions, and aspirations. Each day, his 
confidence grew, and his teachers noticed his increased discipline,
respect, and kindness.

The school became a safe space for his creativity to thrive through 
painting, drawing, and writing. Outside the classroom, football became 
another platform for Emuria to excel. Despite being deaf, his sharp vision 
and intuition made him a remarkable player. On the field, he was 
celebrated not for silence, but for his skill, energy, and teamwork.

Emuria’s journey showcases resilience and the transformative influence 
of community support. Emerging from a life of silence and hardship, he is 
rising with dignity, courage, and hope. His story stands as a testament to 
the power of love and the transformative potential of opportunity. As he 
continues to develop, Emuria is becoming a beacon in his community 
and a blessing to everyone around him.

Contributor: Shadrack Nakua, Partnership Facilitator, Compassion Kenya.

Events
Compassion Kenya Launches Its First YouVersion 
Devotional Plan

ompassion Kenya has reached an exciting new milestone with 
the publication of its first devotional plan on YouVersion, one of 
the world’s largest Bible engagement platforms. This marks a 
significant step in our mission to share Christ-centered content 

globally, including Swahili versions tailored for our local audiences.

This journey started as a modest yet impactful initiative within 
Compassion Kenya, emphasizing the importance of regular Bible 
reading. A few years back, Newton Midamba, the Senior Manager of 
Partnership, envisioned encouraging staff to engage with Scripture 
daily. What initially was just a basic office challenge quickly expanded 
into a broader movement, with more than 80 staff members completing 
structured training in Consistent Bible Reading.

During these sessions, staff members enhanced their spiritual lives and 
began to impact their churches, communities, and colleagues in other 
Compassion National Offices. This initiative evolved into “Bible Reading 
Seasons,” now entering its fifth cycle, where staff members read the 
entire Bible and share original devotions based on their personal faith 
journeys.

Inspired by these faithful beginnings, Compassion Kenya initiated a 
global partnership dialogue with Arjo from Compassion Netherlands, 
leading to the idea of publishing devotional content to reach broader 
audiences beyond Kenya. This concept became reality in August 2025 
when Compassion Kenya launched its first YouVersion devotional plan, 
“Our Motives Matter,” authored by Bishop Dr. F. Shadrach Oloo, a 
member of the Compassion Kenya Board.

This devotional goes beyond just a reading plan — it invites reflection, 
growth, and spiritual change. Join thousands worldwide by beginning 
the plan here:
Our Motives Matter – Compassion Kenya on YouVersion

An Impactful Start

Since its launch, the reading plan has achieved remarkable 
engagement:

10,436 subscriptions

7,007 completions

Average rating: 4.8 stars

Reached 35 countries

Audio version: to be added soon

This remarkable response highlights both the worldwide influence of 
Compassion Kenya’s voice and the demand for genuine, spiritually 
uplifting content that resonates emotionally. To reach a broader 
audience, “Our Motives Matter” has been translated into Dutch, 
making it more accessible to European readers. The Dutch version is 
available here: 
Ons Motief Doet Er Toe (Compassion Kenia)

Contributors: Chukulisa Roba, Partnership Facilitator, Compassion Kenya, 
and Danson Waweru, Product Owner, Compassion 

C

Compassion Leaders and Board members at the launch

Cake at the Launch
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10,436 subscriptions

7,007 completions

Average rating: 4.8 stars

Reached 35 countries

Audio version: to be added soon
What initially was just a basic o�ice challenge quickly expanded into a 

broader movement, with more than 80 sta� members completing 
structured training in Consistent Bible Reading.

https://www.bible.com/en/reading-plans/60278
https://www.bible.com/nl/reading-plans/61629-ons-motief-doet-er-toe-compassion-kenia
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People And Culture
New Staff

Harrison Khagai 

Before joining Compassion, he served as a Project Officer at World 
Concern International. Prior to that, he was with the Fellowship of 
Christian Unions (FOCUS) Kenya, serving as Short Term Experience in 
Ministry (STEM) Staff at Laikipia. 

His educational background includes a BSc in Agriculture, with a major in 
Animal Science, from the University of Nairobi, and he is currently 
pursuing a master’s degree in Contextualized Pastoral Ministry at 
Lancaster Bible College and Seminary in the USA. 

In his free time, he enjoys listening to music, watching football, and 
exploring new adventures. He is passionate about serving God in youth 
ministry, family, marriage, and holistic church ministry. He serves at Full 
Gospel Churches of Kenya, Narok Town, where he serves as youth 
patron and chair of the church development committee. 

He also serves with the Fellowship of Christian Unions (FOCUS Kenya), 
participating in student training, preaching, mentorship, discipleship, and 
leadership development for Narok Christian Unions.

Favorite verse in the Bible, quote, or encouragement is 
Jeremiah 29:11 

"For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 

future." 

Henry Omany

Henry Omany has joined Compassion as a Paralegal III for Africa. Before 
this, he served as an Administration, Legal, and Compliance Officer at 
Possibilities Africa. Prior to that, he was the Group Legal Officer at HABO 
Group of Companies.

Henry has earned both a Bachelor of Laws and a Master of Laws from 
the University of Mysore. 

In his free time, Henry enjoys playing and watching rugby, traveling, 
reading, and volunteering. He is dedicated to serving God through the 
Men’s ministry and attends worship at Kenya Assemblies of God (KAG) 
Ole Kasasi in Ongata Rongai.

His favourite bible verse is Jeremiah 29:11 

"For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 

future." 
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FEEDBACK OR 
COMMENTS PLEASE 
CONNECT WITH US

Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all 
who are destitute. Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy. 

(Proverbs 31:8-9)
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